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The  approximate  boundaries  of  our  Mission  Field  as  they  are 
generally  though  roughly  understood,  may  be  stated  to  be  : — 

From  the  Vashishti  Eiver  on  the  Coast  of  the  Arabian  Sea, 
South-east  to  Karad,  Khanapur  and  Jath,  South  to  Athni,  South- 
west to  Sankeshwar,  Azra  and  Goa,  and  thence  North  along  the 
Coast  to  the  Yashishti  Eiver. 

Approximate  area  ...  ...  8,000  sq.  miles. 

,,  population  ...  4,000,000. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

During  the  past  year,  our  Mission  has  been  relieved 
of  the  actual  presence  of  famine  and  has  only  had  to  deal 
with  its  many  sad  results.  We  have  had  still  to  keep  up 
our  long  struggle  against  plague. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  continued  serious 
illness  of  Miss  Wilder  now  absent  in  Europe  ; the  reluctant 
departure  of  Eev.  G.  W.  and  Mrs.  Seiler  for  a much 
needed  furlough ; and  the  death  of  Rev.  Satohd 
R.  Ranbhise,  our  beloved  Kodoli  Pastor;  of  Appaji  Miraji 
Panhalkar,  our  House-Master  in  the  Boys’  Boarding  School 
at  Singli,  and  of  Laxmanr&o  Padgbalmal,  one  of  the 
Elders  of  the  Kolhapur  Church,  besides  fourteen  boys  at 
Singli  in  an  epidemic  of  malarial  fever.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  been  privileged  to  welcome  Rev.  L.  B.  Ted- 
ford  and  Miss  Emily  T.  Minor  back  from  furlough ; and 
Dr.  J.  Rutter  Williamson,  Rev.  E.  W-  Simpson,  Misses 
Enright,  Patterson  and  Johnson,  and  Miss  Winifred  E.  T. 
Heston,  m.d.,  to  the  Mission  for  the  first  time. 

The  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  the  new  school 
house  and  two  dormitory  buildings  for  the  Girls’  Boarding 
School  at  Kolhapur,  and  the  completion  of  the  Bryn  Mawr 
Annex  to  the  Hospital  at  Miraj. 

We  have  at  the  end  of  the  year,  1,180  communicants  in 
our  seven  Churches,  an  increase  this  year  of  196.  Also  104 
catechumens,  3,402  adherents  and  1,546  children  under 
instruction. 


KOLHAPUR  STATION. 

The  work  of  this  Station  for  the  year  ending  September 
30th,  1902,  has  been  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings,  the  care  and  training  of  children,  the 
management  of  the  various  schools  and  that  kind  of  work 
both  secular  and  spiritual,  which  we  know  technically  as 
“ the  building  up  of  the  Church.” 

To  guide  the  native  Church  toward  independence  and 
yet  to  retain  the  place  of  counsellor  with  a gradually 
decreasing  authority,  is  a problem  that  often  perplexes  the 
missionary.  With  but  a small  force  able  to  work,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  leave  most  of  the  preaching  and  direct 
evangelistic  effort  among  Hindus  to  our  Indian  Agents  and 
to  voluntary  workers,  who  have  done  well. 

The  Personnel  of  the  Station. — On  account  of 
Mr.  Seiler’s  continued  ill-health,  he  with  his  family 
remained  at  Mahabaleshwar  until  the  last  of  May. 
Mrs-  Wilder  and  Miss  Wilder  were  absent  on  tour  until 
March  when  the  state  of  Miss  Wilder’s  health  made 
a change  of  climate  very  desirable.  She  went  with  her 
brother  to  Europe  and  Mrs.  Wilder  joined  her  son’s  wife 
at  Coonoor  to  await  the  return  of  her  daughter.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Goheen  and  Miss  Patton  have  had  good  health  and 
strength  according  to  their  day. 

The  Church  of  Kolhapur. — Pastor  Shivaramji  re- 
ports as  follows : — At  the  time  of  sending  in  my  last 
report,  the  plague  was  raging  around  us,  and  when  several 
children  in  our  midst  were  stricken,  we  became  very 
anxious  about  the  rest  of  our  people.  AYhat  could  we 
do  then  but  look  to  our  merciful  Father  in  Heaven  ? 
While  thousands  were  dying  on  every  side,  but  few  of  our 
people  were  taken.  Subhabai,  the  oldest  member  of  our 
Church,  died  of  plague  in  December.  She  was  a blind 
woman  who  was  baptized  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Wilder  nearly 
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forty  years  ago.  The  Church  also  mourns  the  loss  of 
Lakshman  Padghalmal,  usually  called  affectionately  Laksh- 
man  Dada,  a faithful  Elder  for  many  years,  a colporteur 
of  the  Bible  Society. 


The  number  of  adnlts  baptized  this  year  ...  ...  58 

„ „ „ children  „ „ „ ...  ...  16 

Dismissed  to  other  churches — adults  ...  ...  4 

>j  „ i,  ,,  children  ...  ...  7 

Died — adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  children  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  3 

Whole  number  of  communicants  ...  ...  ...  188 

it  ,,  baptized  children  ...  ...  ...  115 

Eeceived  on  Profession  of  Faith  ...  ...  ...  79 


The  financial  condition  of  the  Church  is  satisfactory. 
The  total  income  from  all  sources  including  last  year’s 
balance  (Rs.  192)  was  Rs.  707-10-0.  The  expenditure  was 
Rs.  530-7-7  leaving  a balance  of  Rs.  177-2-5  at  the  close 
of  the  year. 

The  Sunday  services  and  week-day  prayer  meeting  have 
been  well  attended.  The  monthly  mother’s  meetings  are 
much  enjoyed  by  all  our  women.  Practical  talks  upon 
helpful  subjects  have  been  given  by  experienced  Mission- 
ary and  Indian  ladies. 

There  have  been  two  sad  cases  of  discipline  in  our 
Church.  One  of  the  offenders  having  given  satisfactory 
evidence  of  repentance,  was  recently  restored  by  the 
Session. 

The  Church  of  Yadgaon. — Sidharam  P.  Jadhav,  who 
for  some  years  has  been  a faithful  -worker  in  the  Yadgaon 
field,  was  at  the  last  meeting  of  Presbytery  ordained  and 
installed  as  Pastor  of  this  Church.  One-half  of  his  salary 
which  is  Rs.  6 a month  is  paid  by  the  Church,  the  other 
half  being  supplied  by  the  Home  Mission  Fund  of  the 
Presbytery. 

Sidharamji  reports  in  substance  as  follows  : — There  has 
been  plague  in  all  this  district  and  our  losses  have  been 
grievous.  Nine  adults  and  six  children  fell  victims  to  this 
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dread  disease.  One  man  died  of  a disease  induced  by 
famine. 


Number  of  adults  baptized  during  the  year  ...  2 

„ „ children  „ „ „ ...  4 

Received  by  letter  ...  1 

„ on  Profession  of  Faith  ...  10 

Died— adults  ...  10 

„ children  ...  6 

Number  of  communicants  ...  225 

„ baptized  children  ...  147 


The  Treasurer,  who  is  the  Pastor’s  brother,  reports  that  they 
received  from  the 


Home  Mission  Fund 
By  subscription  and  collection 
By  balance  in  Fund 
The  Church  expenses  amount  to 
There  is  therefore  a deficit  of 


rs.  a.  p. 
88  0 0 
62  15  6 
47  9 2i 
198  8 8i 
5 14  65 


EVANGELISTIC  WORK. 


Mr.  Seiler  has  had  a preaching  service  on  the  street  in 
front  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
followed  by  a distribution  of  tracts. 

On  Sunday  evenings  after  the  regular  Church  service, 
Mr.  Seiler  and  Mr.  Goheen  have  preached  to  crowds  of 
people  in  the  market  place.  The  audiences  are  usually 
quiet  and  attentive,  but  occasionally  there  is  noisy  dis- 
cussion of  the  preacher’s  subjects.  Mr.  Goheen  regrets 
that  on  account  of  the  building  work  he  has  not  been  able 
to  tour  this  year,  but  he  has  preached  at  Kini  and  Vadgaon 
during  his  monthly  visits  to  these  towns.  Our  Helpers 
report  increasing  interest  in  all  their  districts. 

Sunday  Schools. — In  the  Kolhapur  City  Sunday 
School,  with  an  average  attendance  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy- five,  there  are  about  seventy-five  Hindu  and 
Muhammadan  boys  from  the  Vernacular  School.  And 
there  are  several  classes  of  transient  pupils  who  come  in 
from  the  street  as  curiosity  prompts  them.  The  Sunday 
School  in  the  Mission  compound  averages  one  hundred 
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and  five.  Little  children,  mothers  with  infants,  and 
semi-invalids  residing  in  the  compound  attend  this 
school,  which  has  been  taught  hy  Mrs.  Seiler.  At 
Vadgaon  there  are  two  Sunday  Schools— the  Pastor 
superintending  one,  his  wife,  another.  The  total  attend- 
ance of  both  is  one  hundred  and  twenty.  At  Kini  the 
average  is  forty,  at  Herale  twenty-five,  at  Mazagaon  seven- 
teen and  Porle  twelve.  The  teacher  at  Porle  is  an  un- 
educated man,  who  is  however  far  above  his  village 
associates  in  that  he  can  read  and  write.  His  day  school 
is  what  we  call  a Reading  School.  In  reporting  it  he  writes, 
“ On  Sundays  I gather  the  people  in  this  village 
together,  and  read  to  them  from  the  Scriptures,  and  tell 
them  things  about  the  Saviour  that  are  easy  to 
understand.  I see  a good  change  coming  over  them.” 
He  goes  also  on  Sunday  to  a near  village  named  Assurle  to 
hold  a like  service  there. 

Day  Schools : Shukravar  Boys’  School. — Mr. 

Goheen  reports  that  this  school  was  closed  for  three 
months  during  the  year  on  account  of  plague.  There  is 
an  average  daily  attendance  of  sixty.  Most  of  the  boys  in 
this  school  are  ambitious  and  they  do  well  in  their  lessons. 
One  who  had  failed  last  year  remained  at  home  for  a time 
discouraged,  but  his  father  sent  him  back  ; and  this  year 
he  passed  into  the  sixth  standard  and  is  preparing  himself 
to  become  a teacher.  The  boys  of  this  school  recite  the 
golden  texts  in  Sunday  School  with  great  whim  to  a sort 
of  recitative  chant,  a pleasing  music  to  Christian  ears  from 
Hindu  boys. 

Somvar  Girls’  School  was  also  closed  for  three 
months  on  account  of  plague  and  when  re-opened,  there  was 
great  enthusiasm  among  the  pupils  over  the  event.  Exam- 
inations which  had  been  delayed,  were  then  in  order  and 
in  the  outside  world  it  was  the  marriage  season,  so  that 
the  little  girls  were  in  a state  of  excitement  all  day  long. 
One  of  them  cried  bitterly  because  she  was  kept  out  of 
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school  to  attend  her  own  wedding,  which  took  place  at  her 
young  bridegroom’s  home  in  a near  village. 

Aditvar  Girls’  School  has  been  closed  for  several  years 
on  account  of  lack  of  funds.  Hints  of  greater  prosperity 
at  home,  and  a smaller  cut  on  our  estimates  having  reached 
us,  it  was  re-opened  in  April  of  this  year.  It  is  in  a neigh- 
borhood where  there  is  only  one  Christian  family  living 
and  it  is  a centre  for  work  among  the  children’s  parents 
who  often  visit  the  school.  There  are  thirty  pupils. 

Kini  Boys’  School. — During  the  prevalence  of  plague 
in  Kini,  Megsham  Jadhav,  the  teacher  of  this  school, 
accompanied  the  Settlement  ladies  on  tour,  as  preacher 
and  general  helper,  and  wTas  absent  until  March.  It 
has  been  hard  for  him  to  gather  his  school  together  again. 
He  has  now  twenty  pupils  in  three  different  standards, 
and  of  these  five  attend  at  night  only,  as  their  work  pre- 
vents their  being  present  at  the  day  session. 

Herale  Boys’  School.— Here  also  there  are  day  and 
night  sessions  with  a total  average  of  twenty. 

Mazagaon  Boys’  School  has  an  attendance  of 
seventeen  in  day  and  night  sessions. 

Porle  Boys’  School  reports  twelve,  some  of  those  at- 
tending the  night  school  being  adults.  At  present  Porle  is 
ravaged  by  plague  and  the  school  is  open  irregularly.  All 
these  four  schools — Kini,  Herale,  Mazagaon  and  Porle  have 
been  under  great  disadvantages  this  year,  not  only  from 
plague  but  because  of  the  poverty  of  the  people  which 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  wTage  earning  children  to  stay 
out  of  school. 

The  Orphanage.— Mrs.  Gobeen  writes, — “ We  have 
continued  to  receive  girls  almost  every  month  of  this  year  : 
for  although  the  famine  is  declared  to  be  over,  the  people 
are  impoverished  in  body  and  soul,  and  the  numbers  of 
beggars  and  homeless  children  in  the  towns  testify  to  the 
distress  that  prevails.  A large  proportion  of  those  recently 
received  are  caste  children.  Their  health  has  been  in  general 
good.  Two  little  boys  died  of  wasting  diseases.  It  was  a 
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great  pleasure  to  see  so  many  little  ones  enjoy  their  first 
Christmas.  Except  necessary  clothing  there  were  no  in- 
dividual gifts.  But  it  was  the  dinner,  of  good  things,  the 
atmosphere  of  good  cheer  and  love,  the  singing  of  Christ- 
mas songs  and  the  awakening  to  the  spirit  of  Christmas, 
that  made  the  time  peculiarly  happy,  and  many  have  been 
the  inquiries: — “When  will  Christmas  come  again?” 
The  interest  of  the  year  culminated  for  the  orphan  girls, 
when  on  the  1st  of  July  they  were  moved  into  the  two 
spacious  dormitories  built  for  them,  and  the  Orphanage 
and  Boarding  School  were  consolidated. 

Our  Station  took  this  step  because  it  was  necessary 
for  us  to  build  a home  for  the  orphan  girls,  and  we  did  not 
think  it  wise  to  have  two  institutions  for  girls  in  the 
same  compound.  With  the  expenditure  for  one  institu- 
tion, we  could  build  up  a more  efficient  school  than  if  the 
same  money  were  divided  between  two  schools.  We 
wished  to  have  all  our  girls  under  one  management  and 
that,  the  Boarding  School  management ; and  we  saw  that 
we  could  save  both  teaching  force  and  Missionary  force 
by  such  an  arrangement.  It  is  evident  that  the  Orphanage 
gains  by  it  and  our  Indian  Christians  seem  to  think  with 
us  that  the  Boarding  School  also  gains  by  it. 

Girls’  Boarding  School. — On  account  of  the  presence 
of  plague  in  the  villages,  it  seemed  best  to  begin  the  new 
year’s  work  without  the  usual  October  vacation. 

The  classes  were  only  well  started  on  their  work  when 
the  son  of  one  of  the  Christian  teachers  died  of  plague  on 
the  Mission  compound.  Soon  after  that,  Miss  Patton  was 
called  early  one  morning  by  the  matron  of  the  “ Annex,” 
and  she  found  one  of  the  girls  sick  with  fever.  The  girl 
was  sent  at  once  to  the  hospital  and  she  was  found  to  be 
a bad  case  of  plague.  At  5-30  p.  M.  when  Mrs.  Goheen 
and  Miss  Patton  went  to  see  her,  her  face  was  so  marred 
and  old  and  changed,  it  did  not  seem  possible  that  it  could 
be  the  face  of  the  bright  pretty  girl  who  was  in  school 
the  day  before.  She  died  at  6-30  that  evening. 
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In  a few  days  another  girl,  a day  pupil  who  had  heetl 
living  with  her  aunt  in  a grass  hut,  -was  taken  to  the 
hospital.  At  first  she  was  not  considered  to  be  a plague 
case  and  was  supposed  to  be  getting  better,  when  she 
suddenly  developed  plague  and  died. 

The  tiles  were  off  the  buildings,  and  disinfecting  and 
fumigating  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and  no  one.  could 
pay  any  attention  to  study. 

There  were  many  scares  over  the  girls  in  the  Boarding 
School  and  Orphanage,  because  there  are  always  some 
cases  of  fever,  and  sometimes  there  were  other  symptoms, 
most  of  which  turned  out  to  be  imaginary,  that  set  the  girls 
nearly  wild,  and  they  were  often  on  the  verge  of  a panic 
until  they  were  all  inoculated.  After  that,  with  one  excep- 
tion, they  had  excellent  health  and  school  work  went  on 
splendidly  till  vacation  the  last  of  February.  During 
the  rains  there  was  no  serious  illness  and  since  July  1st 
the  three  houses  have  been  full  of  girls  of  from  1^  to 
16  years  of  age. 

Each  small  girl  has  an  aka  who  sees  that  she  is  fed, 
bathed  and  dressed  and  that  she  gets  all  her  rights  and 
privileges.  The  Principal  is  often  amused — and  some- 
times troubled — over  the  heated  disputes  between  the  big 
sisters,  over  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the  little  sisters. 

The  three  houses  are  called  East,  Middle  and  West  Hall 
according  to  situation.  East  Hall  has  71  girls  in  it  and 
Middle  and  West  Hall  have  each  80. 

The  larger  girls  in  each  house  are  in  classes.  Eight  girls 
in  each  class  for  the  house  work,  such  as  grinding,  cooking, 
carrying  water,  dish-washing,  washing,  cleaning  and  hair- 
combing.  The  little  ones  sweep,  clean  and  pick  up  papers, 
etc.,  etc. 

The  hum  and  buzz  and  gabble  begin  at  5 a.m.,  when  the 
cooks  and  grinders  start  their  work,  and  increases  in 
volume  till  the  breakfast  bell  rings  at  8-15.  Then  the  231 
children  quiet  down  for  morning  prayers,  after  which  the 
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breakfast  of  warm  fresh  dzondhala  bread  and  vegetable 
curry  is  served  to  them. 

After  breakfast  they  put  the  house  in  order,  study  and 
get  ready  for  school  which  opens  at  10  A.  m. 

Mr.  Goheen  conducts  the  school  prayers,  the  usual 
order  being  a hymn,  reading  of  Scripture  by  the  girls,  a 
short  exposition  of  the  portion  read  and  prayer.  On  Wed- 
nesdays there  is  a song  service,  and  the  classes  choose 
and  start  their  favourite  hymns. 

The  girls  are  in  school  till  1 P.  m.  when  they  have  in- 
termission of  an  hour  for  lunch  of  cold  bread  and  pulse 
or  vegetable  made  savory  with  curry  powder.  After  that 
the  little  ones  remain  in  the  homes,  and  only  the  higher 
standards  are  in  school  till  4 P.  M. 

During  the  past  year  32  girls  from  the  school  united 
with  the  church. 

Since  July  1st,  Mrs.  Seiler  has  looked  after  the  sick  and 
ailing  children  in  the  three  homes,  and  has  also  helped 
Miss  Patton  in  cutting  out  and  making  clothing  for  the 
little  ones  and  preparing  sewing  work  for  the  daily  sewing 
classes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  110  boarders 
and  140  in  school.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  there 
were  231  in  the  boarding  department  and  254  in  the  scho- 
lastic department. 

Personnel  of  the  School. — Mr.  Goheen  has  taught 
two  Bible  classes  daily. 

After  the  death  of  his  son,  Anandrao  was  so  depressed 
and  out  of  health  that  he  was  out  of  school  a long  time 
in  the  cold  season  and  again  in  the  rains  he  had  a serious 
illness,  but  sick  or  well  he  always  has  a keen  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  school  and  the  progress  of  each  pupil. 
Hannahb&i  and  Anandibai  have  been  faithful  and  pains- 
taking. Krishna  Shistri  has  taught  reading  two  hours,  and 
Narayanrao  history  and  arithmetic  four  hours  daily. 
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The  girls  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  standards  teach  a little  while 
daily  in  connection  with  weekly  talks  on  normal  class  work. 

During  the  rains,  Mr.  Seiler  taught  two  classes  for  Miss 
Patton,  and  Miss  Seiler  has  relieved  her  of  all  her  other 
classes,  four  hours’  teaching,  so  that  Miss  Patton  has  been 
free  to  “ see  to  things,”  in  the  school  and  in  the  houses, 
whenever  a call  comes. 

Since  the  Boarding  and  Orphanage  Schools  have  been 
combined,  the  little  ones  go  to  the  Infant  School  where 
they  learn  a little  and  play  and  sing  a great  deal.  It  is 
indeed  a small  beginning  of  a “ garden  of  children.” 

The  average  cost  a month  for  the  school  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  was  Rs.  4-10-0  as  follows  : 

Per  stomach  . . Rs.  2 0 0 for  food. 

„ body  ..  „ 1 9 0 for  clothing  and  attendants. 

,,  head  . . ,,  1 1 0 for  teachers,  books,  etc. 

The  Principal  appends  hereto  the  results  of  the  yearly 
examination,  for  promotion,  held  October  3rd,  6th,  7th, 
8th  and  9th. 
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The  new  school  house  was  opened  October  2nd,  by  Mrs. 
Ferris,  the  wife  of  Colonel  Ferris,  our  Political  Agent,  and 
was  the  occasion  of  great  joy  and  rejoicing  by  members  of 
KolhApur  Station,  friends  from  abroad  and  in  KolhApur, 
and  the  whole  Christian  community. 

THE  BIBLE- WOMEN. 

PoonAbai  and  RAdhAbai  stand  for  faithfulness,  enthu- 
siasm in  their  work,  and  devotion  to  it  wherever  they  are 
known.  A missionary  writes : — “ To  hear  Poonabai  pray  for 
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Kolhapur  City,  her  own  town,  is  an  inspiration  to  me  to  be 
more  faithful  in  my  work  in  that  place,  and  it  is  a com- 
fortable assurance  that  since  she  has  been  saved  in  Kolha- 
pur, others  will  be.” 

THE  DORCAS  SOCIETY. 

The  Dorcas  Society  is  a very  popular  institution  in  our 
Church.  It  has  been  managed  throughout  the  year  by 
Mrs.  Seiler.  While  at  Mahabaleshwar  she  se.it  down 
garments  made  by  herself  and  members  of  her  family,  to 
be  sold  at  low  rates  to  needy  people.  The  proceeds  are 
given  to  the  Church  Poor  Fund  or  used  to  buy  garments 
for  destitute  people. 

COLPORTEUR’S  WORK. 

Mr.  Goheen  reports  that  Lakshman  Kurani  has  done 
good  and  faithful  work.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Douglas  Green,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Bombay  Branch 
of  the  Bible  Society,  Lakshman  spent  a few  weeks  in 
Bombay  in  what  might  be  called  a Normal  School  where 
the  chief  lesson  set  is  how  to  sell  Bibles  and  portions  of 
Scripture.  He  came  home  with  a new  wallet  for  carrying 
books,  anew  coat,  and  a new  light  in  his  face.  Lakshman 
has  sold  17  Bibles,  31  New  Testaments  and  820  portions. 

THE  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  held  regular  meetings  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  The  reading-room  continues 
popular  with  young  Hindus  and  this  Station  hopes  that 
among  its  reinforcements  there  will  be  a Missionary  able 
to  devote  time  and  strength  to  this  important  branch  of 
our  work. 

This  Station  desires  to  express  its  sense  of  loss  in  the 
departure  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seiler  from  our  Mission.  Mr. 
Seiler’s  knowledge  of  Marathi  and  ready  command  of  the 
language,  his  interest  in  all  classes  of  people  and  especial- 
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ly  his  interest  in  young  men,  have  made  him  a very 
popular  and  valuable  Missionary. 

To  Mrs.  Seiler  we  owe  the  first  self-supporting  enter- 
prise in  our  Mission,  the  establishment  of  Daniel’s  Bakery 
which  supplies  bread  to  all  of  our  Deccan  Stations.  Mrs. 
Seiler’s  sympathy  with  the  women  of  this  country  in  their 
trials  and  temptations,  her  love  for  children,  and  her  talent 
for  home-making,  are  ideal  traits  for  a Missionary  woman 
and  their  very  perfection  is  the  measure  of  our  loss. 


RATNAGIRI  STATION. 

As  another  year  closes  with  its  opportunities  and  bless- 
ings, Ratnagiri  Station  feels  it  has  much  for  which  to  be 
thankful. 

In  April,  plague  broke  out  in  the  town  and  we  are  glad 
to  say  that  God’s  promise  did  not  fail  His  people  at  this 
time,  but  all  were  kept  in  His  everlasting  arms. 

During  Juty,  famine  again  threatened  us  and  for  a time 
the  gravest  concern  was  felt  by  all ; but  before  it  was  too 
late  the  wished  for  rains  returned  and  now  we  look  for- 
ward to  a plenteous  harvest. 

The  Personnel  of  the  Station. — After  the  last 
Annual  Meeting,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiley  returned  to  the 
Station  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  who  had  come  from 
the  homeland,  were  welcomed  as  new  members. 

Misses  Sharp  and  Ferguson  of  the  Zenana  Bible  and 
Medical  Mission,  were  in  the  Station  until  March,  when 
they  went  on  furlough.  In  January,  Miss  Wakeford  was 
transferred  from  Manmard  to  join  this  Mission,  and  Misses 
Skelton  and  Blower  joined  her  in  March.  In  a short  time 
Miss  Blower  was  transferred  to  Miraj.  In  June,  the  work- 
ing force  of  the  Station  was  strengthened  by  the  transfer 
of  Dr.  McArthur  from  Miraj. 
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THE  CHURCH. 

Mr.  Wiley  in  charge  of  the  Church  writes  : — “ The  work 
of  the  oversight  of  the  Church  has  had  both  its  discourage- 
ments and  encouragements.  The  discouragements  have 
been  largely  due  to  a lack  of  interest  among  some  of  those 
who  have  engaged  to  follow  the  Master.  This  is  probably 
due  to  a failure  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  older  in  the 
faith,  including  the  Missionary,  to  instruct  and  properly 
guide  them.  But  on  the  other  hand,  many  of  those  who 
have  become  Christians  during  the  past  two  years,  have 
shown  marked  progress  in  the  Christian  life.  Their 
development  has  been  remarkable  in  many  ways  and  gives 
evidence  that  their  conversions  were  real  ones. 

The  attendance  at  the  Church  services  has  been  regular 
throughout  the  year.  At  the  Sabbath  service  the  attend- 
ance has  been  90,  and  at  the  midweek  service  70.  At  the 
Sabbath  service  our  helper  Govindrao  has  preached  except 
when  I have  relieved  him.  The  midweek  services  have 
been  conducted  alternately  by  the  Elders.  Since  last 
Mission  Meeting  5 have  united  with  the  Church,  4 by  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  Christ,  and  1 by  certificate.  Two  adults 
and  2 infants  have  been  baptized.  There  have  been  4 
removals,  3 by  certificate  to  other  churches  and  1 by  death. 
The  number  of  communicant  members  is  63.  The  number 
of  baptized  children  of  communicants  is  43.  The  church 
contributions  have  aggregated  Rs.  289-0-0.” 

The  Sunday  School. — Mr.  Wiley  reports  that  the 
interest  in  the  Sunday  School  has  been  high  throughout 
the  year.  By  appointment  of  the  Church  Session  I have 
acted  as  Superintendent  during  the  past  six  months.  I 
have  held  a class  for  teachers  on  Saturday  and  with  the 
aid  of  maps  and  charts,  which  were  made  for  the  purpose, 
an  interest  has  been  aroused  which  I hope  will  prove  a 
permanent  stimulus  to  Bible  study.  The  average  attend- 
ance for  the  year  has  been  89.  This  part  of  the  work  has 
been  most  encouraging. 
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STATION  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Wiley  writes  : — Since  last  Mission  Meeting  a 
change  has  been  made  in  the  teaching  force  of  the  school. 
We  now  have  two  men  and  one  woman  teaching.  This 
change  was  made  necessary  by  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  standards. 

As  last  year  our  school  has  been  made  up  principally  of 
the  children  from  the  Orphanage  Home  and  the  children  of 
our  Christian  people.  The  whole  number  in  attendance 
has  been  63.  The  average  attendance  for  the  year  is  42. 

We  feel  that  our  school  year  has  been  one  of  growth  and 
development  for  both  masters  and  children.  Masters  are 
making  more  of  an  effort  to  use  blackboards,  maps,  illus- 
trations, etc.  A short  time  ago  they  began  to  give  daily 
grades  and  we  have  found  that  it  works  very  well.  Some 
time  ago  I was  told  that  one  of  the  boys  was  feeling  very 
bad,  because  of  a punishment  inflicted  by  one  of  the 
masters,  and  when  I inquired  about  it  the  boy  said,  “ I did 
not  know  my  lesson  and  the  master  gave  me  a bad  mark, 
I do  not  care  for  a whipping,  but  I do  not  like  bad  marks, 
and  when  the  master  gave  me  one  I cried  about  it.” 

Committing  to  memory  is  a very  easy  task  for  these 
children.  I have  known  them  to  begin  at  the  first  word 
on  a page  in  geography  and  repeat  every  word  on  the  page, 
but  when  I would  begin  to  question,  they  knew  nothing 
unless  they  could  begin  at  the  first  again.  By  questioning, 
by  use  of  maps,  illustrations,  etc.,  they  are  slowly  beginning 
to  understand  that  much  can  be  learned  by  reasoning. 

Before  the  school  work  proper  begins,  Mr.  Wiley  has  a 
half  hour’s  Bible  study  w'ith  the  whole  school.  For  this 
he  has  made  maps  and  charts,  and  I have  been  so  pleased 
to  see  these  used  by  the  masters  in  their  regular  Scripture 
teaching. 

English  has  been  started  in  the  third  and  fourth  standards 
and  has  proved  a great  incentive  to  the  lower  standards. 
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They  are  so  anxious  to  get  every  English  word  they  can. 

All  who  are  large  enough  sew  a half  hour  every  day 
with  the  tailor.  The  children  in  the  home  are  now  able 
to  make  most  of  their  own  garments.  Aside  from  the  half 
hour  with  the  tailor  Mrs.  Richardson  sews  with  them  an 
hour  on  Friday. 

Our  maps  and  apparatus  are  so  limited  that  I have 
found  the  teaching  hard  at  times,  and  do  not  wonder  that 
the  children  are  not  more  interested  in  study.  I often 
long  for  desks  for  writing  instead  of  having  the  children 
half  reclining  on  the  floor. 

"We  wish  to  thank  “ Busy  Bees,”  First  Church  Spring- 
field,  111.,  for  their  help  in  supporting  the  school. 

Mrs.  Richardson  writes : — During  this  year  I have 
taught  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  Mission  School  sewing 
for  one  hour  weekly.  From  needle  drill,  progress  has  been 
made  in  plain  sewing  and  hemming.  Four  cot  patch- 
work  quilts  have  been  pieced  and  many  towels  hemmed. 
On  the  whole,  the  boys  do  better  work  than  the  girls. 

School  for  Women. — Mrs.  Wiley  writes  of  this 
school — “For  some  time  we  felt  the  need  for  this  school 
for  our  Christian  women  who  were  not  able  to  read.  So 
in  February  1902  I started  the  school  and  employed  one  of 
our  Christian  women  to  take  charge  of  it.  They  are  so 
anxious  to  be  able  to  read  God’s  WTord  for  themselves. 

A part  of  their  time  is  given  to  sewing.  They  have 
learned  to  hem  quite  nicely,  also  to  patch  and  look  after 
their  own  garments. 

EVANGELISTIC  WORK. 

Mr.  Wiley  writes  : — Govindrao  has  continued  to  preach 
daily  in  the  town  and  surrounding  villages.  Since  January 
he  has  done  this  work  in  company  with  Ramachandra. 

On  account  of  Mrs.  Wiley’s  ill-health,  the  touring 
season  was  so  broken  up  that  I did  not  get  out  into  the 
districts.  In  company  with  our  two  helpers  I visited  a 
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number  of  the  surrounding  villages  in  which  I gained 
more  experience  in  methods  perhaps  than  the  people  did 
in  knowledge  from  my  preaching. 

During  the  monsoon  months  a hall  was  rented  in  the 
bazaar,  in  which  a special  service  was  held  twice  a week. 
At  this  service  our  two  helpers  and  two  teachers  gave  the 
message  often  to  an  audience  that  listened  attentively. 
The  audience  ranged  from  three  or  four  to  sometimes 
more  than  a hundred.  At  the  first  service  held,  a Hindu 
repeatedly  interrupted  the  speaker.  I invited  him  to  come 
up  beside  us  and  say  what  he  had  to  say  and  not  interrupt 
us  further.  He  came  and  began  to  speak.  As  he  spoke 
he  became  angry  and  finally  became  so  angry  that  he  fled 
up  the  street  yelliug  and  gesticulating  as  far  as  he  could  be 
seen  or  heard.  Those  who  were  inclined  to  give  us  trouble 
desisted  after  that ; and  as  a rule  those  who  stopped  to 
hear  listened  quietly. 

Throughout  the  year,  while  in  the  Station  I have  gone 
with  Govindrao  to  the  Leper  Asylum  on  Saturday  morning 
to  preach  to  the  men.  The  number  of  male  lepers  in  the 
institution  has  ranged  from  35  to  65.  To  these  we  have 
preached  of  Him  who  heals  the  leper  and  saves  the  soul. 
There  are  some  who  know  the  way,  and  if  the  institution 
were  under  Christian  influence,  I believe  there  are  some 
who  would  confess  Christ  publicly. 

Mr.  Richardson  writes  : — As  is  usual  with  new  Mission- 
aries, my  time  has  been  taken  up  chiefly  with  language 
study,  but  that  study  has  been  frequently  interrupted  by 
young  Brahmans  coming  to  ask  for  help  in  their  English 
wrork.  At  first  I doubted  whether  it  were  right  for  me  to 
give  time  to  these  young  men,  but  after  starting  and  finding 
how  much  Bible  teaching  could  be  given,  it  soon  became 
a source  of  comfort  that  even  before  the  language  of  this 
people  was  known  to  me,  I could  give  them  the  knowledge 
of  Christ  and  the  way  of  salvation.  All  doubt  as  to  its 
being  right  therefore  vanished.  During  the  year  some 
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thirty  or  more  of  these  young  Brahmans  have  received 
such  instruction,  eight  of  the  number  asking  directly  for 
Bible  instruction.  One  of  these  men  who  has  been  coming 
for  about  three  months  has,  for  the  last  month,  walked 
here  twice  a week  from  his  village,  four  miles  distant. 
He  now  has  a Testament,  but  for  the  present  must  study  it 
privately  for  fear  of  his  own  people. 

During  the  rainy  season  once  a week  I have  accompanied 
our  two  native  Evangelists  to  the  bazaar  where  a preach- 
ing service  has  been  held  twice  a week,  Mr.  Wiley  usually 
being  preseat  at  the  alternate  meetings.  Occasionally  some 
of  the  boys  of  the  Orphanage  have  also  been  present  and 
have  given  good  help  in  the  singing.  For  the  most  part 
the  attention  given  by  the  people  has  been  good,  but  if 
some  blusterer  would  try  to  interrupt  the  preaching  he 
soon  became  discouraged  when  a hymn  was  sung  by  the 
boys.  A.  good  many  tracts  have  been  distributed  at  these 
services. 

Mrs.  Richardson  writes: — Being  unable  to  do  actual 
work  in  Marathi,  I started  in  December  1901  an  English 
class  for  Bible  reading.  From  one  pupil  the  class  has 
increased  to  five.  We  meet  twice  weekly  for  three  hours, 
and  reading,  with  explanation  of  the  truths,  has  taken  up 
most  of  the  time.  It  has  been  a great  joy  to  me  to  be 
able  to  do  something. 

Dr.  McArthur  writes  : — The  evangelistic  side  of  the 
medical  work,  has  consisted  of  preaching  and  personal 
work  done  among  the  patients  while  they  waited  their  turn 
for  medical  attention. 

Our  Indian  Christian  Helpers,  Govindrao  Mdlap  and 
R4machandra  Jhingidi,  have  taken  turns  in  preaching  in 
the  dispensary. 

I have  also  followed  the  plan  adopted  by  other  Mission 
dispensaries  of  giving  to  each  patient  a tract  on  which 
their  name  and  dispensary  number  is  written. 


3 


18 


WOMEN’S  WORK. 

Mrs.  Richardson  writes  : — June ‘24th,  1902,  was  indeed  a 
red-letter  day  for  me,  for,  on  that  day,  I held  here  on  my 
bungalow  verandah  my  first  Dorcas  Society  meeting, 
These  meetings  have  been  held  every  Tuesday  since  ; ten 
women  were  enrolled  and  the  average  attendance  has  been 
eight — monsoon  weather  and  babies  answer  for  the 
absences. 

Every  meeting  was  opened  and  closed  with  prayer,  the 
women  taking  turns  in  closing.  We  have  made  new 
garments  and  renovated  old  ones  to  give  to  those  poorer 
than  ourselves.  < 

I have  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  the  women  to  cut  out 
garments  themselves,  at  first  I could  not  get  them  to  use 
the  scissors,  but  they  are  getting  bravely  over  their  fear  of 
these  womanly  weapons.  If  work  has  not  demanded  my 
whole  attention,  I have  read  portions  from  St.  John’s 
Gospel  in  Marathi  or  talked  as  best  I could  with  little 
Marathi  and  much  English  and  gesticulations.  The 
women  were  always  kindly  and  even  eagerly  willing  to 
assist  me  in  my  struggles. 

The  time  always  flies  too  quickly  and  husbands  and 
babies  are  the  same  all  the  world  over,  they  need  woman, 
and  all  too  soon  our  meetings  close. 

Women’s  Meetings.— Mrs.  Wiley  writes: — The  work 
among  the  women  has  been  such  happy  work.  While 
Mr.  Wiley  is  having  his  Bible  class  in  the  school  I have  a 
lesson  for  our  widows.  At  this  meeting  I have  been 
following  the  home  readings  on  the  Sunday  School  lesson 
and  also  teach  the  golden  text  for  the.  next  Sunday,  and 
how  their  faces  do  brighten  when  they  are  able  to  repeat 
this  verse  without  a mistake.  . - 

Bible- women’s  Class.— As  in  former  years  our  Chris- 
tian women  have  continued  the  course  of  study  laid  down 
by  the  committee  on  instruction  for  Bible-women.  This 
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year  we  have  studied  the  book  of  Acts,  and  these  meetings 
have  been  helpful  to  us  all.  Two  of  our  women  have  now 
completed  the  entire  course  and  are  ready  to  take  up 
Bible-woman’s  work.  They  have  been  so  much  interested 
in  Paul  and  have  expressed  the  desire  to  follow  this  with 
a study  of  the  Epistles. 

THE  ORPHANAGE. 

C.  1 . v-  i •_  1 .1 

Mrs.  Wiley  writes : — The  fifty-two  boys  and  girls  in  our 
Children’s  Home,  now  constitute  such  an  important  part 
of  our  Christian  community,  that  it  seems  strange  to  write 
of  them  under  a distinct  head.  We  would  feel  lost  with- 
out their  bright  faces  in  the  Church,  Prayer  Meetings,  Sun- 
day School,  to  say  nothing  of  how  lonely  we  should  be 
without  them.  Our  four  babies  are  beginning  to  make 
their  presence  felt  and  like  all  babies  try  to  rule'the  home. 
The  five  little  girls  who  are  under  six  are  such  happy 
little  things  and  while  the  larger  ones  are  in  school 
help  in  many  ways  about  caring  for  the  babies,  cleaning 
rice,  etc. 

They  were  all  so  anxious  to  own  their  own  Bibles,  so 
last  November  we  promised  a Bible  to  all  those  who  would 
correctly  recite  one  hundred  verses  of  Scripture.  We 
gave  them  a year  to  prepare,  but  in  June  a number  were 
ready,  so  on  the  fourth  of  July  ten  received  their  new 
Bibles.  A happier  lot  of  children  I never  saw.  Up  to  the 
present  time  twenty-four  have  received  Bibles  and  a num- 
ber of  others  are  working  for  them.  Almost  all  of  these 
have  started  to  read  the  Bible  through.  They  observe 
the  quiet  hour  before  their  early  morning  meal.  I could 
not  ask  for  a happier  sight  than  to  see  these  dear  children 
coming  in  the  early  morning  with  their  Bibles  to  spend 
some  time  in  the  study  of  God’s  Word.  They  often  put 
us  to  shame  in  the  location  of  Scripture,  I wonder  some- 
times how  they  have  gotten  it  as  they  have. 

Until  Mr.  Wiley  was  taken  ill  in  August,  he  took  some 
of  the  boys  twice  a week  to  the  bazaar  to  help  siDg  at  the 
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meetings  held  there.  Hindus  have  spoken  of  how  sweet- 
ly they  sang,  and  the  boys  have  been  so  delighted  to  help 
in  this  way.  We  want  them  to  feel  that  they  have  a part 
in  the  evangelization  of  their  own  people. 

While  wre  were  absent  from  the  station  in  the  hot  sea- 
son, two  children  were  taken  away  from  the  home  ; one 
little  girl  was  stolen  after  dark  one  evening  and  the  other 
was  taken  by  her  mother.  One  of  our  oldest  boys  was 
sent  away  for  bad  conduct. 

We  had  a very  happy  Christmas.  The  kind  friends  from 
Johnstown  and  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  who  sent  dolls, 
books,  work-bags,  etc.,  helped  to  make  a very  happy 
day  for  our  children.  We  were  happy  to  be  aw'akened 
early  Christmas  morning  by  their  going  about  singing 
Christmas  carols. 

For  help  received  both  by  money  and  prayers  we 
wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Bristor,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Mr. 
Emerson  of  Titusville  Pa.,  individuals  and  classes  in  the 
Scranton  Presbyterian  S.  S.  also  Missionaries  and  others. 

To  Drs.  Kitikar  and  McArthur  wre  are  indebted  for  kind 
care  bestowed  upon  the  sick. 

MEDICAL. 

Dr.  McArthur  writes. — I was  transferred  from  Miraj 
to  Katnagiri  in  June.  My  first  thought  was  to  rent  a 
building  in  the  town,  which  could  be  used  for  a 
dispensary.  Mr.  Wiley  assisted  me  in  finding  a build- 
ing in  a suitable  location.  The  owner  promised  that 
the  necessary  repairs  should  be  made  in  a few  days, 
but  the  native  of  this  land  never  does  to-day  what  can  by 
any  possibility  be  put  off  till  to-morrow,  so  the  few  days 
lengthened  into  a month  and  the  repairs  were  not  finished, 
I insisted  on  having  the  building  as  I could  not  delay 
longer,  and  opened  the  dispensary  on  the  l'2th  of  July. 
During  the  remainder  of  .that  month  350  patients,  new  and 
old,  were  treated.  When  on  August  1st  I began  charg- 
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ing  for  medicines,  the  attendance  promptly  fell  off  to 
one-third  the  former  number,  although  only  those  con- 
sidered able  to  pay,  were  asked  to  do  so.  There  has 
been  an  increase  in  attendance  during  the  month  of 
September,  but  the  increase  has  been  in  the  class  of 
patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  medicine.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  dispensary,  there  have  been  1,125  patients 
treated,  the  greater  number  of  these  are  residents  of  Ratna- 
giri  and  adjacent  villages ; though  there  have  been  some 
patients  lately  from  distant  towns  and  villages  one  having 
come  160  miles,  another  60  miles  and  others  lesser  distances. 

I have  also  made  about  140  visits  to  the  homes  of 
patients.  These  visits  were  mostly  to  people  who  were 
too  poor  to  pay  for  medical  attention. 

The  amount  of  money  taken  in  the  dispensary  for 
medicine,  bottles,  etc.,  was  Rs.  10-11-0.  For  fees  paid  for 
visits  to  homes  Rs.  50. 

OTHER  WORK. 

Mr.  Wiley  writes : — By  request,  I have  conducted  a 
class  in  Bible  study  for  the  men  of  the  Church.  We 
have  been  and  are  studying  the  Life  of  Christ  chronologi- 
cally. The  men  have  all  been  much  interested  and  have 
made  progress.  Mooted  questions  have  been  dealt  with 
impartially ; the  student  after  the  facts  have  been  pre- 
sented deciding  for  himself  as  the  Spirit  has  led  him.  I 
have  enjoyed  this  work  of  teaching  very  much  and  it  has 
been,  to  me,  at  least,  a fruitful  study. 

During  the  year,  I have  held  daily  prayers  in  school. 
We  have  studied  the  Life  of  Christ  chronologically.  I 
made  a map,  illustrating  Christ’s  journeys,  which  has 
helped  the  children  to  understand  the  Gospel  story.  Several 
of  the  children  can  now  trace  on  the  map  the  Life  of  Christ 
from  birth  to  death,  naming  all  events  in  order,  describing 
the  events,  giving  the  parables,  etc.,  with  their  teachings. 
When  we  think  that  a little  more  than  two  years  ago 
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these  children  were  beggars  and  had  never  heard  of  Christ, 
to  me  at  least  this  knowledge  of  Christ  seems  remarkable. 
Certainly  it  is  not  all  of  man.  The  High  School  boys  have 
continued  as  before  to  come  to  the  bungalow  to  read  the 
Bible.  I have  not  bad  much  time  for  this,  but  have  con- 
tinued it  to  some  extent.  Recently  many  have  come 
repeatedly,  pleading  that  I give  them  just  one  hour  a 
week ; but  for  lack  of  time  I have  had  to  refuse. 


KODOLI  STATION. 

The  members  of  the  Kodoli  Station  rejoice  that  through 
trying  epidemics  of  plague  and  fever,  the  Lord  has  been 
ever  near  to  comfort  and  to  bless.  On  September  3rd  the 
Lord  took  unto  Himself  His  faithful  servant,  our  beloved 
Pastor,  and  our  people  mourn  the  loss  of  their  shepherd. 

Personnel  of  the  Station. — The  working  force  of  the 
Station  throughout  the  year  has  been  Mr.  and  Miss 
Graham,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  and  Misses  Thomson, 
Giles  and  Scheurman,  the  last  three  belonging  to  the 
Ladies’  Village  Settlement,  having  been  transferred  to 
Kodoli  Station  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  living  in  and  touring  around  Malkapur,  the  town 
chosen  for  their  new  Station.  Sites  for  their  bungalow  have 
been  approved  by  the  Property  Committee,  but  land  has 
not  yet  been  secured.  In  March,  Miss  Brown  tore  herself 
away  from  the  large  Brownie  family  and  turned  her  face 
homeward  for  a much  needed  rest.  In  May,  the  Station 
gladly  welcomed  the  ladies  of  the  Village  Settlement 
into  the  Station,  and  they  at  once  took  up  their  new  work. 

THE  CHURCH. 

Of  the  Church,  Mr.  Graham  writes : — The  past  year 
was  one  to  which  we  looked  forward  with  hope  and  yet 
with  fear  and  trembling.  Knowing  that  the  large  increase 
of  the  Christian  community  in  the  previous  year,  human- 
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ly  speaking,  was  due  in  great  measure  to  the  pecuniary 
relief  given  through  the  Missionaries  in  days  of  distress  and 
famine,  we  could  not  but  feel  anxious  lest  the  withdrawal 
of  such  aid,  would  be  accompanied  by  a corresponding 
defection  to  Hinduism  on  the  part  of  our  converts.  The 
result  shows  that  there  was  good  cause  for  such  anxiety, 
although  the  defection  has  not  been  so  great  as  we  feared 
and  expected.  It  has  been  mainly  at  two  out-stations. 
Bab&ji,  the  schoolmaster  at  Ayatawadi,  who  has  the  over- 
sight of  the  work  there  and  in  the  neighbouring  towns  on 
that  side  of  the  Yarni  River  writes  as  follows : — “ Oman 
Jayaram,  a well-to-do  man  55  years  old,  and  other  8 mem- 
bers of  his  family,  were  among  the  first  to  become  Chris- 
tians in  Kuralap.  Many  others,  84  in  all,  counting  adults 
and  children,  gladly  followed  his  example  and  changed 
their  religion,  because  he  was  a leader  among  them. 
After  this  man  became  a Christian,  he  failed  to  extort 
money  from  the  people  as  he  had  formerly  done,  by 
threats  of  injuring  them  in  various  ways  if  they  refused 
to  give  him  what  he  asked.  He  has  gone  back  to  Hindu- 
ism and  is  now  very  active,  trying  by  threats  and  prom- 
ises, to  induce  all  the  rest  to  do  likewise.  He  has  so 
far  succeeded  that  13  persons  have  followed  his  example.” 
Santobd,  the  Helper  in  charge  at  Islampur,  reports  a 
similar  defection  at  Kapuskhed,  a village  three  miles  out 
from  Islampur.  In  this  field,  both  the  gratuitous  giving 
of  famine  funds  and  the  carrying  on  of  famine  relief  work, 
were  practically  stopped  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  adoption  of  this  principle  may  cause  defection  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  after  the  loaves  and  fishes,  but 
we  are  confident  that  it  will  work  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
Church  as  a whole. 

Special  effort  has  been  made  to  develop  the  Church  in 
the  lines  of  self-government  and  self-support.  There 
have  been  monthly  meetings  of  the  Session  held  regular- 
ly throughout  the  year,  and  all  questions  pertaining  to 
the  work  and  well  being  of  the  Church  have  been  consider- 
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ed  by  the  Elders  in  these  meetings  and  decided  by 
themselves.  We  are  glad  too,  to  be  able  to  report  pro- 
gress in  self-support.  Since  its  organization  until  the 
past  year,  this  Church  has  always  received  a monthly  allow- 
ance for  the  support  of  the  Pastor  from  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Fund  of  the  Kolhapur  Presbytery  ; a fund  to  which 
it  had  never  made  a contribution.  Besides  sending  to  the 
fund  this  year  its  first  contribution  of  Rs.  25,  it  has  at  the 
close  of  the  year  paid  back  into  the  fund  Rs.  47,  the  entire 
amount  received  from  the  fund  during  the  year.  The 
Church,  then,  has  paid,  the  whole  of  the  Pastor’s  salary, 
and  it  has  not  been  a variable  amount  as  heretofore,  but 
a definite  stipulated  sum  (Rs.  176  for  11  months),  it  has 
distributed  over  Rs.  50  to  the  poor  of  the  congregation ; 
it  has  met  all  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Church  and 
Sunday  School ; it  has  contributed  Rs.  25  to  the  Home 
Mission  Fund  ; it  has  raised  Rs.  50  towards  the  erection 
of  a chapel  or  school  house  when  it  may  be  needed  ; and 
after  deducting  these  items,  there  is  still  on  hand  a bal- 
ance of  more  than  Rs.  200  against  a balance  of  less  than 
Rs.  50  with  which  it  began  the  year. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  roll  of  the  church  the 
names  of  81  communicants  and  38  baptized  children.  Many 
more  asked  to  be  received,  but  it  was  thought  best  to  have 
them  remain  on  probation  a longer  period,  before  their 
request  was  granted. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Church  has  suffered  a 
great  loss  in  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Satobd  Ranoji  Ran- 
bhisi  who  had  been  the  Pastor  since  its  organization  in  1885. 
In  August,  he  was  called  to  Miraj  on  account  of  the  serious 
illness  of  his  son,  who  had  been  taken  to  the  hospital  with 
virulent  fever  then  prevailing  in  the  Boys’  Boarding 
School  at  Sangli.  Satobi  stayed  with  his  boy  until  he 
was  well  enough  to  be  removed,  when  he  brought  him 
home,  being  himself  apparently  in  his  usual  good  health. 
The  same  week  he  was  stricken  down  with  the  fever,  and 
in  four  days  he  died.  Even  before  his  illness  he  seemed 


25 


to  have  a presentiment  that  his  work  was  done.  His  wife 
told  me  that  after  prayers  on  the  morning  of  the  day  the 
fever  began,  he  joined  his  hands,  threw  them  up  again  and 
again  as  high  as  he  could  reach,  repeating  exultantly  as 
he  did  so  the  words.  “ I am  going  to  my  Father,”  “lam 
going  to  my  Father.”  She  rebuked  him,  asking  him  if 
he  were  beside  himself,  and  telling  him  that  he  was  acting 
very  foolishly  in  the  presence  of  the  family  in  which  were 
many  orphan  children.  He  stopped,  began  to  laugh  and 
held  out  his  hand  saying,  “Well,  then  take  a last  good- 
bye.” The  day  before  he  died,  he  asked  me  if  I was 
praying  for  him,  and  when  I told  him  that  I was  (and  we 
all  were)  that  he  might  soon  be  restored  to  health,  and  his 
work,  he  replied  that  I should  not  ask  that,  he  was  resting 
with  perfect  satisfaction  and  joy  on  the  first  part  of  his 
favourite  chapter,  the  14th  of  St.  John’s  Gospel,  and  he 
wanted  to  go  to  the  place  prepared  for  him  in  the  Father’s 
house  above.  Though  he  was  rapidly  becoming  exhausted 
by  violent  fever  that  would  not  yield  even  temporarily  to 
the  best  appliances  of  medical  skill,  he  remained  patient 
and  quiet,  without  the  least  anxiety  or  mental  disturbance 
to  the  very  last,  and  then  without  a struggle  passed  peace- 
fully away.  I well  remember  when  more  than  25  years 
ago  he  came  to  Mr.  Hull,  one  of  our  Missionaries  at 
Kolhapur,  begging  to  be  taught  the  religion  of  the  Bible. 
There  was  not  a Christian  in  the  whole  region  that  now 
constitutes  the  Kodoli  field.  Though  Satoba  was  a 
heathen  guru  of  his  caste,  a blind  leader  of  the  blind,  he 
was  a simple-hearted,  earnest  man  even  then  and  felt  that 
he  was  groping  in  the  dark.  In  his  report  for  that  year, 
Mr.  Hull  wrote  of  him,  “ I have  never  anywhere,  seen 
the  Gospel  received  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  He 
has  given  me  his  books  in  the  study  and  recitation  of  which 
he  had  spent  years,  and  a strange  collection  they  are.  He 
had  grown  tired  of  the  pursuit.  He  said,  “ It  was  like 
attempting  to  get  a fist  full  of  water,”  nothing  remained 
in  the  grasp  after  all  the  effort.  For  some  days  after  he 
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had  placed  himself  under  my  instruction,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  Christian  truth  was  of  little  more  avail  to  him. 
My  work  seemed  simply  the  tearing  down  piece-meal  of 
the  fabric  he  had  so  laboriously  constructed.  I could  not 
succeed  in  introducing  any  spiritual  principle  that  he 
would  apply  to  himself.  But  this  was  soon  followed  by 
a marked  change.  The  closing  chapters  of  St.  John’s 
Gospel  were  blessed  to  him,  and  my  work  was  largely 
done.  A principle  of  life  was  implanted  and  it  applied 
itself.”  Now  after  25  years,  in  which  I have  intimately 
known  him,  I can  say  of  good  old  Satoba,  that  he  always 
impressed  me  as  a man  full  of  faith  and  filled  with  the 
Spirit.  Originally  of  one  of  the  lowest  castes,  in  time  he 
won  the  respect  of  all  classes  of  the  people,  and  even  of 
the  Brahmans  themselves.  I say  in- time  he  won  the 
respect,  for  it  took  time  to  do  it.  When  he  went  back  to 
his  village,  after  he  had  publicly  confessed  his  faith  in 
Christ  and  been  baptized,  his  family  would  not  give  him  a 
drink  of  water,  nor  let  him  come  into  his  own  house,  and 
the  people  of  the  village  drove  him  out  of  the  town. 
For  months  he  lived  in  the  fields  near  the  place 
and  as  his  acquaintances  and  former  friends  passed 
by  on  the  road,  they  would  jeer  at  him  and  tauntingly 
say,  “ Christ,  whom  you  call  an  incarnation  of  the 
great  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  whose 
disciple  you  have  become,  lets  you  live  out  here 
under  a tree,  while  our  gods,  whom  }’ou  call  blocks  of 
wood  and  stone,  give  us  houses  to  live  in.  But  nothing 
could  weaken  the  loyalty  of  Satoba  to  the  Saviour  under 
whose  banner  he  had  enrolled  himself,  and  like  a true 
soldier  of  the  cross,  he  bore  patiently  and  without  com- 
plaint all  their  insults  and  persecution.  He  became  the 
Pastor  in  that  same  community,  of  the  largest  Church 
in  our  Mission,  and  on  the  roll  of  its  membership  are  tho 
names  of  most  of  his  relations  and  neighbours,  to  whose 
welfare,  temporal  and  spiritual,  he  gave  his  life.  To  that 
life,  his  quiet  peaceful  death  was  a fitting  close.  Well 
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might  all  who  knew  him  say,  “ Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.” 

Never  before  had  Kodoli  witnessed  such  a spectacle  as 
on  September  3rd,  when  the  body  of  this  faithful  old  ser- 
vant of  God  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Christian  cemetery 
about  a mile  from  the  Church  in  the  town.  A Hindu 
woman  expressed  the  thought  of  many  when  she  exclaim- 
ed, “ See,  what  a crowd,  it  is  bigger  than  a pilgrimage  to 
Jotiba  ! ” Generally  in  India  a few  male  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased accompany  the  body  to  the  grave,  but  the  old 
Pastor’s  body  was  followed  by  hundreds.  The  size  of  the 
procession  was  not  its  only  striking  feature  ; it  was  made 
up  of  men,  women  and  children,  each  of  whom  seemed  to 
feel  his  death  as  a personal  loss.  When  the  body  left  the 
Church  the  wailing  of  the  crowds,  after  the  demonstrative 
manner  of  the  East,  was  terrific ; but  once  on  the  way, 
scores  of  school  children,  orphan  boys  and  girls,  struck  up 
the  hymn,  “ Shall  we  gather  at  the  river,”  and  all  the  way 
to  the  grave,  hymn  followed  hymn,  each  with  a strain  of 
victory  in  it,  so  that  it  almost  seemed  as  if  the  funeral 
procession  had  been  turned  into  a triumphant  march.  If 
the  old  Pastor  had  any  conscious  part  in  the  ceremony, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  feelings  were  expressed  in 
the  songs  of  the  children  who  led  the  way. 

Sunday  Schools. — There  are  two  large  Sunday 
Schools  in  Kodoli  and  there  is  a Sunday  School  in  each 
of  the  five  out-stations.  In  the  school  at  Kodoli  for  men. 
and  women  and  children  of  larger  growth,  the  Interna- 
tional Lessons  have  been  followed  and  a Teachers’  class 
is  conducted  on  Saturday  evening,  at  which  the  lesson 
for  the  next  day  is  studied.  All  the  ladies  of  the  Village 
Settlement  entered  earnestly  into  the  Sunday  School 
work,  and  it  was  much  more  efficiently  done  than  would 
have  been  possible  without  their  assistance.  The  regular 
Church  Prayer-Meeting  is  held  on  Tuesday. 

Meetings  for  Women  and  Children.— On  Friday 
afternoon  are  held  the  Prayer-Meetings  for  women  and 
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children.  Saturday  afternoon  two  classes  of  girls  meet 
with  Miss  Scheurman,  and  on  Sunday  mornings  a class 
of  large  boys  meet  with  Miss  Thomson  and  a class  of 
smaller  hoys  with  Mrs.  Wilson. 

Of  the  Woman’s  Prayer-Meeting,  Mrs.  Wilson  says 
Sonubai  Johannarao  and  some  thirteen  other  Christian 
women  have  continued  in  turn  to  lead  the  Friday  after- 
noon Prayer-Meetings  assisted  by  one  of  the  Missionaries 
from  time  to  time.  The  attendance  has  generally  been 
good.  Some  new  voices  have  been  heard  in  prayer  and 
we  believe  there  has  been  a real  growth  in  the  spiritual 
lives  of  many  of  the  women.  Some  of  them  have  done 
considerable  evangelistic  work,  going  from  time  to  time 
into  the  houses  of  their  heathen  neighbours  or  relatives  in 
the  town.  One  woman  has  made  regular  semi-weekly 
visits  into  the  town  with  a missionary  or  the  Bible-woman 
or  girls  for  companions.  Others  have  gone  out  into 
villages  by  twos,  taking  with  them  one  or  twro  Brownie 
girls  to  help  with  the  singing.  In  each  of  the  out-stations 
the  Christian  women  meet  together  Friday  afternoon  for 
prayer,  often  assisted  by  Kodoli  women  who  go  out  for  the 
purpose. 

Teachers’  Bible  Class.— Of  this  class  Miss  Graham 
reports  : — Wednesday  afternoons  after  school  a number 
of  teachers  gather  in  my  room  for  Bible  study.  The 
year  has  been  spent  on  Luke  and  they  are  ready  for 
examination. 

Miss  Graham  thus  writes  of 

The  Children’s  Meeting.— The  original  object  of 
the  wee  girls’  Prayer-Meeting  and  of  the  Primary  S.  S. 
was  to  keep  the  little  tots  from  filling  up  the  older  people’s 
gatherings.  These  have  become  two  of  the  happiest 
hours  of  the  week.  Like  all  children  these  little  Brownies 
are  fond  of  stories. 

Girls’  Prayer  Meeting.— Two  classes  of  girls  meet 
Saturday  afternoons  for  Bible  study.  Both  classes  are 
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studying  Luke’s  Gospel.  The  girls  in  the  senior  class 
are  required  to  come  every  alternate  week  prepared  to 
tell  a given  Bible  story,  such  as  the  Call  of  Abraham, 
Joseph,  Moses,  Daniel,  the  three  Hebrews,  and  the 
Birth  of  Christ. 

Boys’  Bible  Class. — About  50  of  the  larger  boys 
who  are  able  to  read  from  the  Bible,  meet  for  study  in 
the  Gospel  by  Luke.  The  meeting  is  conducted  as  far 
as  possible  after  the  Christian  Endeavour  plan. 

Small  Boys’  Prayer  Meeting. — About  30  boys 
meet  after  Sunday  School  is  over  for  an  hour  of  Bible 
study  and  prayer.  The  meeting  is  conducted  as  far  as 
possible  along  Junior  Endeavour  lines.  They  are  study- 
ing the  life  of  Christ  by  topics  and  are  learning  to  find 
their  places  in  any  of  the  Gospels  quickly.  It  is  good 
to  hear  the  reverent  sound  of  their  voices  in  prayer,  and 
from  their  requests  we  know  they  are  taught  of  the  Spirit. 

EVANGELISTIC. 

Mr.  Graham  writes  the  following  report  of  the  evangel- 
istic work  : — Except  a few  visits  to  each  of  the  out-stations 
I have  done  no  itinerating  this  year.  The  work  at  the 
Station  has  kept  me  so  close  that  I had  to  give  up  touring, 
which  I consider  the  most  enjoyable  part  of  a Missionary’s 
work.  For  some  time  before  the  hot  season,  I conducted 
the  Church  services  so  as  to  allow  the  Pastor  to  go  to  the 
villages  where  Christians  live,  that  they  might  have  meet- 
ings at  home  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  neigh- 
bours. After  the  hot  season  in  July  and  August,  I relieved 
him  of  all  the  services  both  on  Sundays  and  week  days, 
that  he  might  accompany  Miss  Giles  on  a trip  to  the 
villages  on  the  other  side  of  the  Varna  River  where  many 
of  our  Christians  live. 

Santobi  reports  that  besides  conducting  regular  services 
at  Isl&mpur,  he  has  preached  from  time  to  time  in  25 
towns  in  the  region  round.  In  narrating  his  visits  to 
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these  places  at  the  time  of  public  festivals  and  pilgrimages 
in  honor  of  the  Hindu  gods,  he  refers  to  the  marvellous, 
ridiculous  and  wicked  customs  of  the  people,  to  write 
of  which  in  detail  would  as  he  puts  it  “ make  a big 
book.”  The  pilgrimage  in  honor  of  the  god  Khandoba 
at  a town  called  Pet  will  furnish  a fair  sample  of 
what  he  means.  He  writes,  “ By  the  image  of  the  God 
there  is  a long  bamboo  pole,  which  the  people  call  the 
“ Crazy  Pole.”  The  pole  is  covered  with  red  and  blue 
cloth  with  a plume  of  peacock  feathers  waving  from  the  top, 
and  is  made  to  dance,  while  the  people  fall  down  and  wor- 
ship it.  Then  at  9 p.  m.,  the  idol  in  its  palanquin,  accom- 
panied by  the  crazy  pole,  is  earned  through  the  town 
attended  by  a company  of  temple  girls,  who  lead  the 
procession  with  music  and  dancing.  Men,  women  and 
children  remain  in  the  streets  all  night  playing  and  throw- 
ing a 3'ellow  powder  over  each  other.  At  noon  comes  the 
ceremony  of  breaking  the  chain.  The  procession  is  re- 
formed, a man  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  God  in  infancy 
and  called  Khandoba’s  dog,  leads  the  temple  girls  back  to 
the  temple.  One  end  of  a chain  8 feet  long,  made  of  iron 
links,  each  several  inches  in  length,  is  secured  to  a stone 
post,  and  the  other  end  is  fastened  to  a leather  collar  on 
the  neck  of  Khandoba’s  dog.  He  runs,  jumps  and  tumbles 
around  the  post  as  if  demented,  while  temple  girls  shout 
“Yelakort,”  i.e,  70,000,000  the  number  of  gods  who 
helped  Khandoba  in  his  fight  with  the  giant  Malla.  As 
they  shout  they  break  cocoanuts  and  throw  the  pieces  and 
lemons  in  the  crowd,  scatter  yellow  powder,  wave  boiled 
rice  round  the  head  of  Khandoba’s  dog,  then  throw  it  over 
him.  Santoba  says,  he  sat  down  near  by  this  exhibition 
at  the  pilgrimage  to  see  what  was  going  on,  but  the  heat 
was  so  suffocating  in  the  dense  crowd,  and  the  air  so  thick 
with  the  powder,  that  he  could  not  stand  it  and  had  to  get 
back  from  the  front.  The  performance  went  on  for  two 
hours,  during  all  of  which  time  the  man  was  madly  tum- 
bling about  and  striking  the  chain  against  a stone  placed 
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there  for  the  purpose.  At  last  he  succeeded  in  breaking  the 
chain.  He  was  then  given  a rupee  and  a half  (50  cents.) 
and  the  people  fell  down  and  worshipped  him.  Santoba 
says  he  preached  to  them  on  the  folly  and  wickedness  of 
such  superstition,  and  when  he  asked  them  what  Khando- 
ba  had  ever  done  on  account  of  which  he  deserved  divine 
honours,  they  said  that  once  he  had  become  incarnate  in  a 
dog  and  by  furiously  barking  had  driven  away  a horse  that 
was  trampling  balls  of  rice  that  wrere  being  offered  to  the 
souls  of  the  departed.  Such  occasions,  and  there  are  many 
of  them,  furnish  good  opportunities  to  show  by  contrast 
the  superiority  of  the  Christian  religion  to  Hinduism,  and 
the  benefits  it  confers  upon  those  who  sincerely  receive  it. 

Miss  Giles  writes  of  her  touring  : This  has  been 

a happy  and  interesting  year  of  work  in  the  villages. 
During  the  cold  season,  most  of  our  Village  Settlement 
group  were  together,  and  we  visited  villages  between 
Malkapur  (our  “ Promised  Land  ” as  we  call  it)  and  S:\karpe. 
Part  of  the  time  we  had  a native  Helper  with  us,  at  other 
times  we  would  go  to  the  villages  by  two  and  two.  During 
the  past  rainy  season,  since  June  first,  I have  been  visiting 
the  villages  within  a radius  of  five  or  six  miles  of  Kodoli,  and 
when  the  rains  prevented  a long  walk,  in  the  town  itself, 
generally  without  another  Missionary,  but  accompanied 
by  one  or  more  native  Christian  women  to  help  in  the 
singing  and  speaking.  Once  in  order  to  reach  some 
villages  beyond  walking  distance  from  here,  I spent  eleven 
days  in  Ayatavadi  in  a little  native  mud  house,  that  of 
our  dear  old  Pastor,  who  is  now  living  in  one  of  the 
glorious  mansions  above.  The  Christian  people  -were 
very  kind  and  helpful,  and  seemed  to  like  having  a Missi 
Saheb  among  them.  In  the  evenings,  if  not  away  at  a 
village,  I would  take  a walk  with  a few  of  the  little  school 
boys  or  sit  out  on  some  logs  near  the  school-house  where 
the  children  came  to  play,  and  one  evening  some  of  the 
Christian  men  of  longest  standing  came  and  sat  down  for 
a chat.  We  had  such  a good  heart  to  heart  talk  on  how 
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to  be  victorious  and  to  enjoy  the  Christian  life.  Besides 
trying  to  gather  all  Christian  people  together  for  services, 
I went  by  invitation  to  several  Maratha  homes  and  that  of 
the  Chief  of  Police  in  Ayatavadi  and  was  able  to  visit 
villages  beyond. 

In  out-of-the-way  villages  the  people,  especially  the 
women,  are  afraid  of  us  and  run  and  hide — they  have 
probably  never  seen  a white  face.  On  one  such  occasion 
when  the  people  were  evidently  thoroughly  frightened,  an 
old  man  finally  asked,  “ Why  did  you  leave  the  road  and 
come  here  r Was  it  for  your  stomachs’  sake?”  a general 
expression  in  Marathi  meaning  for  some  pecuniary  gain. 
When  I asked  the  old  man  what  he  would  do  if  he  had 
found  some  medicine  that  had  cured  him,  would  he  not 
want  to  give  it  to  others,  he  began  to  understand  the 
reason  for  our  coming.  Sometimes  we  are  met  with  a 
cross,  “ We  don’t  want  to  hear  any  thing  of  your  religion, 
just  go  on,”  by  some  priest  or  guru  whose  livelihood 
depends  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  but  generally 
we  are  politely  or  even  cordially  received.  We  always 
begin  by  singing  a hymn  with  a native  air  and  then  mainly 
with  stories  from  the  life  and  parables  of  Jesus,  for  this, 
too,  is  a story  loving  people,  we  seek  to  give  in  a short 
time  as  clear  an  idea  as  we  can  of  the  Gospel  to  the  group 
before  us,  which  may  be  a little  handful  of  women  and 
children  or  may  be  a crowd  of  a hundred  or  more. 

Of  their  stay  at  Amba  Miss  Scheurman  says : — On  the 
whole  we  were  kindly  received.  In  some  places  it  required 
a little  eastern  persistence  to  get  a hearing.  In  the  Mahar- 
vadi  of  Amba  a poor,  feeble,  sick  old  man  with  great  effort 
and  pain  got  to  the  door  to  listen  to  the  story.  After 
hearing  it  he  said  in  a tone  of  despair,  “ Had  I but  heard 
this  when  I was  young  ! Now  I am  too  old — it  is  too  late 
— I am  at  death’s  door.  I cannot  believe  now.”  Miss 
Thomson  relates  some  of  her  experiences  as  follows : — 
“ With  Mega  Jadhav  a Christian  teacher,  I visited  the 
villages  around  Malkapur  morning  and  evening  daily, 
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except  bazaar  day.  From  this  centre,  we  reached  27 
villages,  and  with  two  or  three  exceptions  made  a second 
visit,  while  to  the  nearer  places  I made  more.  As  a 
rule  all  the  men  and  many  of  the  women  would  come  to- 
gether to  hear  and  listen  quietly.  A Brahman  clerk  in  the 
village  of  Manu  after  listening  with  marked  interest  to 
the  Gospel  story  for  a full  hour  said,  “Have  you  any  hook 
I can  get  on  this  religion?  I believe  what  you  say  is  true.” 
I saw  him  afterwards  at  work  in  another  village,  when  he 
seemed  happy  to  recognize  us. 

The  eagerness  with  which  several  old  men  in  seven  or 
eight  villages  hobbled  along  and  seated  themselves  right 
before  us,  ready  to  get  every  thought,  deeply  impressed 
me.  When  at  the  close  of  our  talk,  I would  ask  them  if 
they  had  found  rest,  so  honestly  they  would  say  “No,  and 
death  is  near.  What  must  I do?”  After  a few  more 
words  about  the  open  way  by  Christ,  and  some  teaching 
about  prayer,  they  usually  repeated  after  me,  a prayer  for 
mercy.  A new  light  seemed  to  come  to  some  of  them  as 
if  what  they  had  been  so  long  seeking  w'as  at  last  to 
be  realized. 

When  a few  of  the  people  of  the  village  Sessa  had 
heard  the  message,  they  called  the  men  who  were  working 
in  the  near  fields,  and  even  the  women  and  children.  On 
our  second  visit,  they  grieved  that  they  had  not  one  reader 
in  their  village  and  so  there  was  no  one  to  teach  them. 
They  showed  their  gratitude  by  one  of  their  number 
coming  to  carry  the  Helper  and  myself  across  the  river, 
which  we  had  waded  in  order  to  reach  their  village.  In 
only  one  village  were  wTe  forbidden  to  speak  and  that  was 
on  our  second  visit.  One  man  flourished  a great  ox- whip 
violently,  showing  what  he  was  ready  to  do.  Another 
cried  out,  “ Why  don’t  you  go  to  the  writers  and  readers  ? 
Why  do  you  come  to  us  to  pollute  us?”  We  supposed 
some  one  from  Malkapur  must  have  incited  the  people 
against  us.  However  after  the  first  burst  of  anger  was  over, 
we  had  about  half  the  people  listen  quietly  for  a short  time. 
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House  to  House  Visiting. — Miss  Thomson  writes 
of  her  visiting  in  Kodoli,  “ Visiting  in  the  Christian 
homes  when  possible  before  and  after  school  hours,  has 
been  an  interesting  part  of  my  work.  In  this  large 
Christian  community  there  are  always  sick  ones  and 
those  who  are  not  able  or  who  do  not  come  to  the  regular 
services.  When  bringing  the  light  of  the  Word  to  the 
homes  of  the  Christians,  I have  often  been  impressed  by 
the  friendly  way  in  which  their  Hindu  neighbours  come 
into  the  Christian  homes  and  listen  to  all  that  is  said  and 
even  try  to  join  in  the  singing.” 

Bible-woman, — During  the  two  months  while  her 
husband  was  employed  as  compounder  in  the  dispensary, 
Marybii  Powar  was  employed  as  Bible-woman  and  made 
daily  visits  in  the  town,  having  audiences  of  from  20  to 
40  or  50  women.  Generally  she  was  kindly  received  and 
frequently  was  asked  to  promise  to  make  weekly  visits  to 
a house. 

SCHOOLS. 

Of  the  Station  schools  Mr.  Graham  writes,  “ Besides 
two  schools  at  Kodoli  for  boys  with  an  attendance  of  205 
pupils,  and  two  for  girls  with  an  attendance  of  220  pupils, 
there  are  schools  for  both  boys  and  girls  at  all  our  out- 
stations.  The  Teachers  at  three  out-stations,  all  of  whom 
are  Christians,  report  that  on  Sabbath  days  Sunday  Schools 
and  services  are  held  for  the  people  of  their  own  and 
surrounding  villages,  in  addition  to  the  children  attend- 
ing school  in  our  own  Station  schools.  Kodoli  has  some 
75  boys  and  girls  in  the  Boarding  Schools  at  Kolhdpur 
and  Sangli,  and  four  boys  in  the  Government  School  at 
Kolhapur. 

Miss  Graham  makes  the  following  report  of  the 
Kodoli  Girls’  Schools  : “ There  are  two  girls’  schools  in 

Kodoli.  One  enrolls  140  and  the  other  enrolls  70  wee 
tots.  There  has  been  marked  progress  in  the  schools 
during  the  year.  The  girls  are  becoming  more  and  more 
ambitious  in  their  studies,  and  they  are  paying  more 
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attention  to  their  work  and  to  their  personal  appearance. 
The  work  among  them  is  a real  pleasure  to  Miss  Scheur- 
man  and  n^self.  In  June  six  girls  were  sent  to  the  Girls’ 
Boarding  Schools  and  in  September  12  passed  regularly 
into  the  second  standard.  One  of  the  greatest  incentives 
to  faithful  whole-hearted  work  in  school,  is  the  frequency 
writh  which  the  girls  leave  us.  Every  week  and  sometimes 
several  times  a week,  parents  come  to  claim  their  daughters, 
husbands  to  take  home  their  wives  and  even  young  men 
in  search  of,  as  they  express  it,  “ some  one  to  make  their 
bread.”  Some  of  the  children  have  terrible  experiences  be- 
cause selfish  and  cruel  motives  rule  the  lives  of  the  people. 
One  of  the  girls  was  married  when  a baby  to  a man  who 
became  a leper.  When  asked  to  give  her  a divorce  he  re- 
plied, “ Because  my  body  is  rotting  day  by  day  is  no  rea- 
son she  should  be  made  free.”  However  he  did  in  time 
give  her  a divorce  and  now  she  is  the  happy  wife  of  a kind 
Christian  man. 

Women’s  Schools. — The  schools  for  women  are  in 
charge  of  Miss  Thomson.  In  the  morning  and  afternoon 
Beading  Schools  some  60  women  have  received  instruction 
in  the  Bible,  catechism,  hymns  and  reading.  We  are  now 
well  along  in  the  study  of  the  Gospel  by  Luke  the  second 
time.  Every  day  one  can  see  that  the  Word  is  wmrking  a 
change  in  their  lives.  In  the  daily  review  of  the  previous 
lesson  Miss  Thomson  has  encouraged  the  women  to  tell 
the  Bible  stories,  and  on  Friday  they  greatly  enjoy  the  priv- 
ilege of  asking  each  other  the  questions  on  the  week’s 
review.  Five  or  six  of  the  class  have  gone  with  Miss  Giles 
or  the  Bible-woman  into  the  town  or  villages,  to  tell 
what  they  know  of  their  Saviour. 

THE  MEDICAL  WORK. 

Of  the  Medical  work  Dr.  Wilson  writes  : — Except  for  a 
part  of  the  hot  season,  the  work  of  the  Hospital  and  Dis- 
pensary has  gone  on  steadily  throughout  the  year.  Caste 
prejudice  still  limits  very  much  the  effectiveness  of  the 
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Hospital,  but  the  Dispensary  bas  been  well  patronized  by 
patients  of  good  castes.  The  impression  seems  to  be 
quite  general  that  our  Hospital  is  only  for  Christians  and 
low  castes,  an  impression  which  we  believe  is  fostered 
by  persons  opposed  to  our  work.  But  we  have  abun- 
dant evidence  that  even  as  it  is,  the  work  is  a source  of 
great  blessing  to  the  entire  community.  Nearly  all  of 
the  in-patients  treated,  were  members  of  the  Christian 
community  or  children  of  our  Orphanage.  Two  severe 
epidemics  of  relapsing  fever  and  one  of  plague  visited  us 
during  the  year.  The  latter  disease  necessitated  isolation 
wards  for  which  two  old  sheds  quite  removed  from  our 
compound  were  used.  Here  we  treated  some  30  cases  with 
a very  good  percentage  of  recoveries.  The  morning  work 
in  the  Dispensary  has,  as  usual,  been  preceded  by  a half- 
hour’s  Gospel  service.  Until  his  last  illness  these  were 
conducted  by  our  faithful  Pastor  Satoba.  Since  his  death 
in  the  Hospital,  even  the  Christian  people  seem  afraid  to 
become  in-patients.  More  is  said  elsewhere  in  this  report 
of  the  great  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  this 
good  man.  Often  has  he  come  to  acquaint  us  with  some 
case  of  sickness  needing  immediate  attention,  and  then 
gone  with  us  into  the  houses  of  the  people.  The  statis- 
tics for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Hospital  in-patients  : 

Christians  ...  73  Minor  operations :..  41 

Orphans  ...  55  . Major  „ ...  31 

Others  ...  33  

Total  ...  72 

Total  ...  166 

Of  these  last  38,  all  but  two  were  low  caste.  There 
were  eleven  deaths  during  the  year. 


Dispensary  out-patients  : 

New  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,321 

Returning  patients  ...  ...  ...  3,640 

Visits  to  houses  of  sick  ...  ...  ...  78 

Total  for  Hospital  and  Dispensary  patients  treated...  8,127 
Operations ...  ...  >..  231 
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THE  BROWNIE  ORPHANAGE. 

About  the  ‘ Brownies  ’ Mr.  Graham  writes  : — The 
Orphanage  takes  its  name  from  Miss  Brown  who  began 
the  work  and  carried  it  on  until  she  left  for  her  well 
earned  furlough  in  March.  And  any  one  who  could  see 
the  children  with  their  glossy  brown  skins  (the  only 
covering  many  of  them  had  when  they  came  to  us)  would 
think  the  name  appropriate.  But  there  is  nothing  comical 
or  grotesque  in  the  appearance  of  these  Brownies,  and 
when  they  have  been  cared  for  a little  while  and  are 
properly  clothed,  they  are  a company  of  as  happy  children 
and  as  pretty  ones  too,  as  could  be  found  anywhere. 
Shortly  before  Miss  Brown  started  for  the  United  States 
my  daughter  and  I were  put  in  charge  of  the  Orphanage. 
I have  seen  to  the  accounts  and  finances,  and  Miss  Graham 
to  the  children  in  the  care  of  whom  Misses  Scheurman 
and  Thomson  have  given  much  and  valuable  assistance  ; 
Miss  Scheurman  in  the  school  which  the  bigger  Brownie 
girls  attend,  and  Miss  Thomson  in  clothing  all,  and  in 
teaching  many  of  the  Brownies,  boys  as  well  as  girls,  to 
sew  and  make  their  own  garments. 

There  are  640  of  these  children  ; they  are  supported  by 
funds  given  for  the  purpose  by  friends,  most  of  whom  are 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Almost  two-thirds  of 
these  patrons  send  their  contributions  through  The 
Christian  Herald,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  through 
our  own  Board,  and  the  rest  direct  to  the  Mission  field. 
Every  Brownie  is  assigned  to  some  particular  individual 
who  personally  or  as  the  representative  of  a Mission  Board, 
Society  or  Church  assumes  responsibility  for  and  contri- 
bute $15.00  a year  in  support  of  his  protege.  Their  many 
kind  friends  have  given  us  contributions  for  the  general 
fund.  All  of  these  gifts  whether  for  particular  children 
or  for  the  Orphanage  as  a whole,  have  come  to  us  unsolicit- 
ed. Miss  Brown  never  asked  a dollar  from  any  man  in 


38 


support  of  her  children,  and  although  as  Treasurer  I have 
sent  statements  to  patrons  when  the  balance  was  on  the 
wrong  side  of  their  accounts,  and  so  given  them  the 
opportunity  of  letting  us  know  whether  they  desired  to 
continue  the  support  of  their  children  or  not,  I have  never 
asked  any  of  them  for  funds.  Very  few  persons  who  have 
once  undertaken  the  support  of  one  or  more  Brownies 
have  wished  or  been  willing  to  give  up  their  proteges.  We 
thank  all  these  friends  for  the  deep  interest  they  have 
shown  in  the  children,  and  the  generous  support  they  have 
provided  for  them  ; and  we  can  assure  them  that  they  have 
brought  brightness  and  joy  into  many  lives,  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  darkened,  and  a knowledge  of  the 
Saviour’s  love,  to  many  of  those  concerning  whom 
He  said,  “ Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me 
and  forbid  them  not  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.” 

Miss  Graham  says  of  the  Brownies — “ They  are  a happy 
set  of  children,  and  work  among  them  is  both  encouraging 
and  interesting.  They  call  themselves  Christians  and 
they  try  to  live  as  Christians  should.  The  simple  sincerity 
of  many  a little  life  is  beautiful.  Last  May  of  the  58  who 
were  received  into  the  Church,  14  were  Brownie  Orphanage 
boys  and  girls.  Mrs.  Wilson  has  a family  of  seventy-five 
children,  among  whom  is  a tiny  baby  girl  whose  mother 
first  tried  to  sell  her  for  Rs.  3.  Several  of  the  older  girls 
have  been  baptized  during  the  year,  and  one  can  see  a 
marked  change  in  the  lives  of  the  children.  Quarrels  are 
less  frequent  and  good  deeds  more  abundant.  Two  tiny 
girls  and  a boy  of  ten,  have  been  taken  to  the  Upper  Fold. 

Industrial. — All  the  clothing  for  the  Brownie  boys 
is  made  by  the  older  children  under  the  direction  of  a 
tailor.  Some  of  them  are  able  to  cut  as  well  as  make 
shirts,  frocks,  children’s  vests  and  jackets.  Eighty  girls 
have  made  about  800  of  the  native  waists  for  women  and 
girls,  and  a dozen  girls  are  industriously  working  away 
at  as  many  patchwork  quilts. 


POST  OFFICE. 

On  the  first  of  last  April  Government  established  a Post 
Office  in  Kodoli.  This  was  the  direct  result  of  over  two 
years  of  agitation  and  correspondence  on  our  part.  At  the 
request  of  the  P.  0.  Department  one  of  our  Christian 
schoolmasters,  Tayappa  Lumaji,  was  made  Postmaster. 
He  has  done  very  well,  and  the  Brahman  Inspector  who 
recently  overhauled  the  office,  told  me  that  things  were  in 
very  fair  shape  and  that  the  Postmaster  was  evidently  an 
honest  man.  Unfortunately  several  influential  high  caste 
men  of  Kodoli  wanted  the  position  of  Postmaster  and  were 
trying  hard  to  get  it  when  it  was  offered  to  us.  Their 
disgust  and  chagrin  when  the  office  was  given  to  a Chris- 
tian, one  whom  they  prefer  to  regard  as  a Mahar  (very  low 
caste)  knew  no  bounds.  They  have  done  their  best  to 
trouble  the  Postmaster  and  to  make  the  office  a failure. 
Better  no  Post  Office  in  Kodoli  than  that  a Mahar  should 
be  its  Postmaster — is  their  way  of  looking  at  it.  But  after 
six  months’  trial  the  Office  has  been  made  a permanent  one. 


SANGLI  STATION. 

As  we  entered  upon  the  year  which  has  just  closed,  we 
hoped  that  the  dark  days  were  all  passed.  We  had  just 
come  to  the  end  of  the  terrible  famine  and  the  worst 
epidemic  of  plague  Sangli  had  passed  through.  But  the 
year  just  closed  has  had  a cloud  hanging  over  it  at  least 
for  several  months.  For  a time  we  seemed  face  to  face 
with  another  failure  of  the  rains  and  consequent  famine, 
but  happily  the  latter  rains  have  been  good  in  most  of  the 
districts  and  the  prospects  have  greatly  brightened,  al- 
though the  rainfall  is  still  far  short  of  the  normal  in  many 
parts.  We  have  passed  through  another  siege  of  plague. 
Though  it  did  not  prove  so  bad  as  the  last  epidemic,  still 
some  fourteen  hundred  people  have  died.  These  repeat- 
ed visits  of  plague  are  discouraging.  Talking  about  this 
phase  of  the  plague  and  the  dark  outlook,  and  recounting 
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how  many  thousands  had  perished  in  Sangli  since  the 
first  epidemic,  one  of  the  native  medical  officers  remarked, 
“ We  could  spare  another  thousand  yet  if  we  could  only 
see  the  end  of  it.”  Presumably  he  did  not  include  him- 
self and  his  friends  in  that  thousand. 

These  visits  of  plague  are  a very  great  hindrance  to  our 
work. 

Personnel. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  have  been  in  the  Station  all  the  year.  Their 
work  has  been  in  general  the  same  as  last  year,  Mr.  Jolly 
having  the  Industrial  work,  Mr.  Wilson  the  Boys’  Board- 
ing School,  Mrs.  Jolly  the  Orphanage,  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
work  among  women  and  children.  In  February,  we  were 
very  glad  to  welcome  Miss  Enright.  Her  work  has  of 
course  been  mainly  that  of  language  study,  but  she  has 
been  able  already  to  give  valuable  assistance  both  in 
school  work  and  in  work  among  the  women.  The  health 
of  the  missionaries  has  on  the  whole  been  fair  though 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  have  suffered  from  severe  illness. 

In  December,  our  only  Bible-woman,  Dayabai,  died  very 
suddenly.  She  had  nursed  a son  through  an  attack  of 
fever  when  she  herself  was  taken  with  the  same  disease. 
She  had  been  a Bible-woman  in  Sangli  for  about  twelve 
years  and  was  faithful  and  earnest  in  her  duties.  She 
left  three  sons  of  whom  the  youngest,  a bright  boy  of 
eighteen  years  in  the  highest  class  of  the  Boarding  School, 
followed  his  mother  in  August. 

In  August,  Apa  Miraji,  the  only  Elder  in  the  Church,  died 
of  fever.  He  was  a young  man  of  exceptional  promise. 
Trained  in  the  Boarding  School,  he  afterward  became  a 
Teacher  in  the  same.  Two  years  since  he  was  given  charge 
of  the  Boarding  Department,  a position  of  considerable 
responsibility,  which  he  held  until  his  death.  As  the 
Sangli  Church  has  no  Pastor,  he  often  conducted  the 
Church  services.  During  the  last  few  years  he  had 
developed  unusual  power  as  a Preacher. 
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THE  BOYS’  BOARDING  SCHOOL. 

From  November  to  August,  the  School  was  io  a 
prosperous  condition.  About  185  boys,  including  those 
from  the  Orphanage,  were  in  attendance.  Somehow 
within  the  last  year  or  two,  many  of  the  boys  have  reached 
the  age  where  they  have  dropped  their  small  boyhood  and 
suddenly  blossomed  into  large  boys.  We  are  glad  to  say 
that  the  large  ones  are  nearly  all  steady  earnest  young  men. 
This  gives  a good  tone  to  the  School  and  a good  example 
to  the  smaller  boys.  The  mid-year  examinations  in  March 
revealed  a good  state  of  progress  in  study,  the  second 
English  standard  boys  were  especially  to  be  commended 
for  their  zeal  in  the  study  of  English,  while  the  third  (the 
highest)  standard  bid  fair  to  be  ready  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year  in  October,  to  form  a new7  fourth  standard — 
the  first  class  of  High  School.  The  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  more  than  doubled  its  numbers,  and  both  in  its 
own  meetings  and  in  its  outside  work  showed  great  interest 
and  zeal. 

But  at  the  close  of  July,  matters  came  to  a sudden  stop. 
An  epidemic  of  fever  began.  In  a short  time  the  school 
bad  to  be  closed  and  the  boys  scattered  to  their  homes. 
Some  of  them  carried  the  disease  germs  w7iththem  to  their 
homes  and  fell  sick  there.  Most  of  the  Orphanage  boys 
had  nowhere  to  go.  Those  who  had  were  sent  to  friends 
and  the  remainder  were  sent  to  a quarantine  camp 
in  Miraj.  Some  of  the  cases  w*ere  followed  by  dysentery. 
In  all  there  were  16  deaths,  5 among  the  boys  of  the 
Boarding  School,  9 among  the  Orphanage  boys,  one  the 
Master  already  mentioned  and  one  the  Kodoli  Pastor,  who 
lost  his  life  through  caring  for  his  boys  in  their  illness. 
At  the  same  time  that  the  fever  was  among  us,  the  plague 
was  raging  in  the  town.  Strange  to  say  the  greater 
disease  passed  us  by,  while  we  suffered  so  severely  from 
the  less. 
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Some  of  the  boys  who  have  gone  had  showed  decided 
evidences  of  a new  life  and  all  we  trust  had  put  their  faith 
in  Christ. 

Industrial  Work.— Classes  have  been  maintained  in 
this  Department  during  the  months  the  School  was  in 
session.  Eighty  boys  were  enrolled  in  the  wood  and  iron 
working  departments  and  16  in  that  for  brass  casting  and 
finishing.  The  workshop  classes  commence  at  eight  in 
the  morning  and  close  at  six  at  night,  with  a recess  of 
two  hours  at  noon.  With  the  present  staff  of  Teachers 
we  were  enabled  to  give  two  hours  a day  to  each  boy 
in  these  classes.  Part  of  this  time  was  given  to  draw- 
ing. The  experience  of  the  year  has  shown  that  a small 
proportion  of  the  boys  have  no  capacity  for  technical 
work.  Compared  with  American  boys  there  is  a lack  of 
mechanical  ideas  and  ingenuity  in  the  average  Indian 
youth.  Many  of  the  boys,  however,  are  making  satisfac- 
tory progress  and  enjoy  the  hours  in  the  workshop. 

Among  the  goods  made  in  the  workshop  during  the 
year  may  be  mentioned  articles  of  furniture,  blackboards 
for  schools,  brass  and  iron  fittings  for  the  Girls’  School  at 
KolMpur,  steel  trusses  for  the  dormitory  roofs  at  Kolhapur, 
and  the  steel  frame  work  for  a bungalow  roof,  beside 
articles  and  repairs  of  various  sorts.  We  can  get  locally 
all  the  orders  we  can  take,  for  wood  and  iron  work.  This 
will  give  good  practice  for  our  boys,  and  we  hope  be 
remunerative. 

In  this  connection,  we  may  mention  the  need  of  an  oil 
engine  to  drive  our  machines.  This  would  cost  about 
Bs.  1,800,  but  would  be  of  great  use  and  would  soon  pay 
for  itself. 

. We  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  secure  competent 
Teachers  for  this  department  of  our  work.  Few  have  re- 
ceived suitable  training,  and  any  wTho  have  received  it 
command  salaries  far  in  excess  of  what  we  are  able  to 
pay.  So  far,  we  have  tiled  to  get  along  with  cheaper  men, 
even  though  they  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be,  but  this 
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entailed  much  extra  work  to  the  one  in  charge.  This 
drawback  will,  we  trust,  remedy  itself  in  time  when  new 
material  from  which  to  draw  Teachers  becomes  available. 

Beside  the  boys  in  the  workshop,  a number  are  em- 
ployed several  hours  a day  as  gardeners. 

There  has  been  a sewing  class  in  connection  with  our 
Boarding  School.  Over  forty  boys  were  in  this  class.  A 
good  number  of  them  do  very  nice  sewing.  The  sewing 
that  has  been  done  is  mostly  for  the  Boarding  School, 
but  a few  of  the  best  sewers  have  learned  to  make  gar- 
ments for  European  children.  Our  object  in  giving  them 
European  garments  to  make  is  that  we  hope  they  will 
become  tailors  who  can  make  both  native  and  European 
garments,  as  they  can  much  more  easily  earn  a livelihood 
on  European  garments. 

THE  ORPHANAGE. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  our  Orphanage  work 
has  gone  along  side  by  side  with  that  of  the  Boarding 
School  and  many  of  the  boys  are  rapidly  rising  to  the 
highest  standards.  In  the  Industrial  Department  some  of 
the  Orphanage  boys  stand  equal  with  the  best,  and  a few 
show  decided  ability  in  some  lines.  Most  of  the  clothing 
for  the  Orphanage  is  being  made  by  the  boys  in  a sewing 
class. 

Two  of  the  boys  have  been  in  training  as  house-servants 
and  several  as  gardeners.  Many  of  the  boys  have  confessed 
faith  in  Christ  and  some  have  been  baptized.  The  latter 
months  of  the  year  have  indeed  been  very  trying  ones.  In 
July,  the  epidemic  of  fever  broke  out  in  the  Boarding 
School.  For  some  time  it  seemed  as  if  the  Orphanage 
was  going  to  escape,  in  spite  of  the  very  limited  sleeping 
accommodations  they  had  ; but  about  the  middle  of  August, 
one  boy  after  another  was  taken  with  fever,  until  at  one 
time  eleven  were  sick  in  the  hospital  at  Mira],  and  six 
in  the  sick  rooms  on  our  own  compound.  Then  after 
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that  two  or  three  passed  away  each  week,  until  nine 
have  gone.  Many  of  them  showred  by  their  daily  lives 
that  they  belonged  to  Jesus,  and  were  trying  to  serve 
Him.  In  their  sickness  and  suffering,  some  of  these  boys 
shewed  great  patience.  Concerning  one  of  these  Mrs. 
Jolly  writes  : — “ Chandra,  one  of  the  boys  wrho  died,  could 
daily  be  seen  after  wrork  hours  sitting  or  standing  in  the 
garden  with  his  Testament,  reading  and  memorizing 
verses,  and  frequently  when  I was  sitting  on  the  verandah 
in  the  evening,  he  would  come  and  ask  me  to  tell  him 
something  about  Jesus. 

Hoping  to  stop  the  epidemic  of  sickness,  we  sent 
the  boys  to  Miraj  camp,  where  they  stayed  three  weeks. 
Since  their  return,  we  have  not  had  any  more  cases  of  fever, 
so  we  trust  that  we  are  done  with  sickness  for  a time.  On 
account  of  so  much  sickness  and  the  removal  to  Miraj, 
many  of  our  boys  took  fright  and  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
go  to  their  villages.  So  to  all  who  had  any  relatives  at  all 
to  whom  to  go  we  granted  permission.  Consequently  our 
numbers  are  greatly  reduced.  Many  of  the  boys  who  re- 
covered from  sickness  seem  changed  in  their  lives  and 
express  a desire  to  be  baptized,  so  that  this  black  cloud 
is  not  without  its  silver  lining. 

Just  as  the  year  closes  we  have  succeeded  in  purchas- 
ing a piece  of  land  adjoining  the  Station  compound  on 
which  to  erect  Orphanage  buildings.  The  money  for 
these  buildings  was  provided  two  years  ago,  and  negotia- 
tions to  purchase  the  land  have  been  going  on  ever  since. 
But  things  move  slowly  in  India-  These  buildings  are 
greatly  needed  as  there  is  no  suitable  place  for  the  Orphan- 
age on  the  present  compound,  and  overcrowding  of  pupils 
is  especially  bad  in  these  days  of  epidemics. 

Day  Schools. — This  year  the  work  of  the  day  schools, 
which  has  been  suspended  the  last  few  years  mainly  on 
account  of  the  plague,  was  resumed.  Two  schools  were 
opened,  one  for  girls  and  one  for  boys.  A former  pupil 
of  the  Boarding  School  with  his  wife  came  to  Sangli  after 
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some  years’  absence.  Both  were  employed  as  Teachers, 
he  in  the  boys’  school  and  she  in  the  girls’  school.  The 
girls’  school  has  been  the  better  managed  of  the  two. 
The  attendance  at  the  school  was  small,  but  the  work 
was  interesting  and  encouraging.  The  regular  courses  of 
secular  and  religious  study  were  followed,  and  a sewing 
class  was  held  three  times  a week.  The  Sabbath  School 
especially  was  very  encouraging. 

The  boys’  school  which  was  established  especially  for 
the  low  caste  people  was  not  so  successful  as  the  girls’ 
school.  There  was  friction  between  the  Master  in  charge 
and  the  parents  of  the  children.  Later  some  children  of 
other  castes  were  brought  in  and  the  school  improved 
somewhat.  Both  schools  suffered  by  being  closed  during 
the  time  of  plague.  A number  of  the  scholars  died. 

THE  CHURCH. 

More  than  ever  do  we  realize  that  we  need  to  have  a 
Pastor  in  Sangli.  A Missionary  is  not  in  any  case  fitted  to 
be  the  Pastor  of  a native  Church.  Especially  is  this  so 
when  his  time  is  nearly  all  taken  up  with  school  work. 
The  Church  has  held  its  own  during  the  year  and  in  some 
ways  has  advanced.  Several  of  the  Church  members  have 
shown  more  interest  in  Bible  study  than  ever  before. 

WORK  FOR  WOMEN. 

Our  Christian  Women's  class  had  to  be  given  up  during 
the  hot  season,  while  the  Missionaries  -were  at  the  hill  sta- 
tion. It  is  always  a source  of  regret  that  the  work  among 
our  women  has  practically  to  be  given  up  during  the  hot 
season.  During  the  last  four  months  our  women  have  been 
studying  the  book  of  Exodus.  The  women  have  taken 
turns  with  the  Missionaries,  week  by  week,  in  leading  the 
meetings.  These  meetings  we  believe  have  been  a help 
and  blessing  to  some  of  those  who  attend.  The  women’s 
Sunday  class  has  been  carried  on  for  the  greater  part 
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of  the  year  by  one  of  the  Missionaries.  This  class  con- 
sists of  Christian  and  non-Christian  women.  The  teach- 
ing has  to  be  the  simplest  one  can  give.  It  is  indeed 
line  upon  line,  and  one  feels  the  need  of  the  help  of 
God’s  Holy  Spirit  not  only  to  help  the  women  to  un- 
derstand the  truth,  but  also  to  remember  what  they  hear. 

A reading  and  writing  class  was  started  early  in  the 
year  for  our  women.  It  had  to  be  given  up  during  the 
hot  season.  The  women  forgot  a great  deal  they  had 
learned  during  those  months.  The  class  is  now  being 
taken  up  again.  In  addition  to  reading  and  writing  the 
women  have  also  memorized  verses  of  Scripture.  They 
have  made  good  progress  in  all  three.  They  are  mostly 
heathen  women,  but  we  believe  that  this  class  has  already 
brought  them  a little  nearer  to  the  kingdom. 

Miscellaneous. 

We  have  been  on  the  verge  of  a water  famine  throughout 
the  year,  and  it  was  only  by  the  practice  of  the  greatest 
economy  that  we  managed  to  get  alone.  It  consumed 
considerable  time  almost  every  day  to  regulate  the  small 
supply  we  had.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  after  the  boys 
left  for  their  homes  when  the  epidemic  broke  out,  we  had 
an  opportunity  to  deepen  the  well  and  were  fortunate  in 
getting  a good  supply  of  water. 

Since  the  death  of  the  Chief  of  Sangli  in  December  last, 
the  State  has  been  ruled  by  an  Administrator,  a Brahman 
of  liberal  views.  He  is  well  disposed  toward  our  work, 
and  we  notice  a change  in  the  attitude  of  the  official 
classes  and  others  toward  us  and  our  work.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  School  an  invitation  was  sent 
to  our  Christian  boys  to  join  the  Hindu  boys  of  the  State 
High  School  in  their  games  at  a tournament  which  was  to 
be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Rulers  of  Native  States 
in  the  Southern  Maratha  country.  The  sudden  develop- 
ment of  plague  however  prevented  the  meeting. 
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MIRAJ  STATION. 

The  membership  of  Miraj  Station  for  the  past  year  has 
been  made  up  of  the  old  members,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wanless 
and  Miss  Foster,  together  with  a number  of  new  members. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hannum  were  by  the  action  of  the  Mission 
last  October,  transferred  to  Miraj  from  Vengurle,  as  was 
Dr.  Victoria  E.  McArthur  from  Ratnagiri.  Dr.  McArthur 
after  assisting  in  the  Hospital  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  in  June,  returned  by  order  of  the  Mission  to  Ratnagiri. 
Dr.  J.  Rutter  ‘Williamson  joined  the  mission  and  this 
Station  early  in  December,  coming  from  Lahore  in  the 
Panjab,  where  he  had  formerly  been  engaged  in  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Miss  Emily  Blower 
was  here  from  the  first  of  June  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
her  services  being  loaned  from  the  Ratnagiri  Branch  of 
the  Zenana  Bible  and  Medical  Mission,  by  the  favour  of 
the  Committee  in  London.  She  now  leaves  for  an 
appointment  in  the  Girls’  High  School  at  Pancagani, 
which  is  affiliated  with  her  own  Mission.  Dr.  John 
C.  Carr,  who  came  in  July,  as  a guest  of  Dr.  William- 
son’s, has  during  his  three  months’  stay  made  himself  so 
helpful  a member  of  the  circle,  that  we  can  only  hope 
for  his  permanent  association  with  us.  Dr.  Wilson,  while 
in  the  Station  for  five  weeks  in  November  and  December, 
assisted  in  the  teaching  of  the  Medical  Class. 

Within  the  year,  there  have  been  several  cases  of  serious 
illness,  among  the  Missionaries,  viz.,  Mrs.  Wanless,  Dr. 
Wanless  and  Miss  Foster  ; but  we  are  thankful  for  the 
recovery  of  all.  For  recuperation  Dr.  Wanless  with  his 
family  spent  a fortnight  at  Panhala  and  Kodoli,  and 
Miss  Foster  three  weeks  at  Kolhapur.  The  burden  of 
the  Hospital  during  Dr.  Wanless’s  illness  having  fallen 
heavily  on  Dr.  Williamson,  he  spent  a month  at  Poona 
for  rest,  and  for  leisure  to  study  the  Marathi  language. 
Besides  these  visits  for  health  Mrs.  Wanless,  Mrs. 
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Hannum  and  Dr.  McArthur  spent  the  hot  season  at 
Mahabaleswar,  Mr.  Hannum  going  there  also  for  a few 
weeks,  and  Dr.  Williamson  spent  the  season  at  Simla. 

THE  CHURCH. 

The  care  of  the  Church  at  Miraj  has  fallen  to  Mr. 
Hannum,  since  the  Church  is  wuthout  a Pastor.  It  is  evi- 
dently due  to  the  unfortunately  divided  state  of  feeling  in 
the  Church  that  the  lay  Preacher  employed  by  the  Mission 
at  Miraj,  Basantasing  Thikur,  has  not  been  called  to  the 
pastorate  as  wras  contemplated  in  the  previous  year.  A 
large  part  of  the  Church  is  made  up  of  the  employees 
and  students  connected  wfith  the  Hospital,  and  their  fami- 
lies, who  though  they  have  the  advantage  of  more  educa- 
tion than  most  of  our  Indian  Christians,  yet  have  the 
disadvantage  of  a class  feeling  prompted  by  their  pride 
of  learning  and  by  their  being  mostly  transient,  look- 
ing on  their  stay  at  Miraj  as  a means  to  more  eminent 
positions.  Another  group  in  the  Church  is  the  three  or 
four  poor  ignorant  people  whose  connection  here  is  due  to 
famine  relief  w?ork.  Again  there  are  nine  lepers,  who 
were  baptized  last  February,  five  of  whom  have  lately 
been  admitted  to  the  communion.  There  is  not  one 
member  of  the  Church  wrho  antecedent  to  his  Church  con- 
nection was  a resident  of  Miraj.  The  records  show 
thirty-two  communicants  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
under  report  and  thirty-seven  at  the  end.  Seven  have 
been  received  into  the  communion  on  profession  of  their 
faith,  and  five  have  thus  been  baptized,  but  not  yet 
admitted  to  full  communion.  Two  have  died,  both  being 
strong  leading  men,  Mr.  Isaac  Abraham  Velayar,  who 
died  in  July,  was  an  Elder  in  the  Church  and  Clerk  of  the 
Session.  The  other,  Mr.  Samuel  R.  Pavar,  was  a medical 
student,  who  had  formerly  been  a Teacher  with  our  neigh- 
boring Mission  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners. 
One  woman  wTas  excluded  from  the  communion  as  discip- 
line. The  baptism  of  the  ten  lepers  last  February  was  an 
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interesting  scene.  These  seven  men  and  three  womeff, 
depressed  with  hopeless  suffering  and  doubly  ostracized 
by  their  countrymen,  stood  up  in  a line  across  the  waiting- 
room  of  the  Dispensary,  and  in  baptismal  vows  took  Jesus, 
the  sufferers’  friend,  as  their  hope  for  this  world  and  for 
the  next.  It  was  a pleasant  coincidence  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Bailey  were  present  that  day.  He  is  the 
organizing  Secretary  of  the  Mission  to  Lepers  in  India 
and  the  East,  which  maintains  the  asylum  for  lepers  near 
Mi  raj,  of  which  these  ten  were  inmates.  One  of  the 
seven  men  has  since  died.  Besides  the  lepers,  two  persons 
have  been  admitted  to  the  communion  and  two  children 
have  been  baptized.  A few  members  have  been  gained 
and  a few  lost  by  changes  of  location,  though  without 
alterations  of  the  roll. 

The  regular  weekly  services  held  in  connection  with 
the  Church  have  been  a Sabbath  School  in  the  morning,  a 
Preaching  Service  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  a Prayer  Meet- 
ing on  Thursday  afternoon.  The  Preaching  Service  on 
Sunday  afternoon  has  generally  been  well  attended  by  the 
Christians  and  by  household  servants  and  other  employees 
and  by  a few  patients  and  their  friends.  The  preaching 
has  been  almost  all  expository,  in  the  belief  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  is  one  of  the  greatest  needs  of  our 
Christian  people. 

If  we  apply  in  India  the  maxim  of  Pastors  at  home  that 
the  weekly  Prayer  Meeting  is  the  thermometer  of  the 
Church,  then  the  Christian  zeal  of  Miraj  is  cooler  than  its 
physical  climate.  Shopping  on  the  Sabbath,  while  discon- 
tinued by  some,  yet  seems  to  be  practised  by  others  more 
openly  than  before.  In  unity  of  spirit  no  material  im- 
provement is  manifest.  A painful  episode  was  a judicial 
case  pending  before  the  Session  for  some  months.  Though 
the  accused  was  acquitted,  yet  many  wounds  are  left, 
which  cannot  be  healed  immediately. 

During  the  year,  there  were  conducted  here  twenty-five 
funerals  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Christian  community, 
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many  being  from  other  places.  These  deaths  have  made 
the  year  a peculiarly  sad  one. 

The  customary  week  of  prayer  in  January  was  observed 
by  nightly  meetings,  helpfully  led  by  various  brethren. 
The  meetings  conducted  in  English  by  Eev.  G.  G.  Grubb 
for  three  days  in  the  middle  of  March,  seemed  to  impart 
new  zeal  to  the  Church.  Through  the  intervention  of  a 
student  who  had  friends  among  the  employees  of  the 
Southern  Maritha  Railway,  Mr.  Hannum  began  in 
February  to  hold  preaching  services  in  English  in  the  Rail- 
way Institute  on  Sunday  evenings.  These  have  been  kept 
up  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  aud  have  been  faithfully 
attended  by  a little  group  of  English  and  Eurasian  resi- 
dents. Robert  Henry  Hannum  has  for  the  past  season 
accompanied  the  hymns  with  his  violin. 

Sunday  Schools.— The  Sunday  School  held  in  the 
Dispensary  is  attended  by  the  boys  of  the  Orphanage,  by 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  two  Mission  day  schools  in  the 
near  part  of  town,  and  by  a few  men  and  boys  of  the 
neighbourhood,  who  occasionally  come  in.  The  average 
attendance  has  been  about  fifty.  It  was  gratifying  to 
notice  that  the  cessation  of  the  daily  dole  of  rice,  which 
during  famine  had  been  given  in  the  day  schools,  did 
not  materially  reduce  the  attendance  in  the  Sunday 
School. 

Mrs.  Wanless  has  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  morning 
classes  in  the  Hospital,  in  which  she  had  the  able  help  of 
Miss  Blower.  The  leading  part  in  the  teaching  was  usual- 
ly taken  by  Dr.  Wanless.  The  Nurses  of  the  Hospital  have 
also  assisted  in  the  teaching.  The  fruit  of  this  work  has 
not  been  as  encouraging  as  we  would  desire,  but  we  know 
that  hearts  have  been  touched  and  consciences  awakened 
in  many  of  the  women,  some  of  whom  have  been  in  the 
Hospital  for  many  weeks  and  have  learned  much  of  the 
teaching  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  They  left  us 
testifying  that  they  never  could  go  back  lo  quite  the  same 
life  of  ignorance  and  superstition  which  they  had  always 
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lived.  Others  left  us  promising  to  quite  renounce  a life 
of  sin,  and  seemed  to  show  true  repentance,  but  without 
the  courage  to  acknowledge  the  Saviour  in  baptism. 

DAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  day  schools  for  boys  and  girls  were  in  a flourishing 
condition  when  placed  in  Mrs,  Hannum’s  care  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  with  a Christian  woman  as  teacher 
in  either  of  the  two.  The  rolls  show  an  average  attendance 
in  the  girls’  school  of  26,  and  for  the  boys’  school  of  22. 
Distribution  of  rice  was  '•topped  in  January,  and  im- 
mediately the  attendance  dropped  to  about  half  the  former 
numbers,  but  the  pupils  who  remained  have  come  regularly 
up  to  the  present. 

In  February  a new  school  for  boys  was  opened  in  a 
rented  house  in  the  town  not  far  from  the  Mission  premises 
and  near  the  girls’  school.  Some  of  the  pupils  there  had 
formerly  attended  the  school  on  the  Mission  grounds. 
Most  of  the  boys  were  Mohammedans,  and  as  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  a non-Christian  teacher,  a Moham- 
medan was  put  in  the  place.  He  has  done  well.  This 
school  has  had  an  average  attendance  of  22. 

In  February  Sarabai  Pavar,  the  teacher  in  the  girls’ 
school,  was  married  and  Meribai  Amirsing  was  transferred 
from  Bible-woman’s  work  to  take  the  place.  Shortly 
afterward  the  boys’  school  on  the  Mission  grounds  was 
removed,  and  as  the  building  of  the  girls’  school  was  large 
enough,  it  has  shared  that  building.  In  September 
Sevantibai  Pav&r,  the  teacher  of  that  boys’  school,  left 
and  Meribai  has  had  charge  of  both  since. 

From  June,  Mrs.  Hannum  had  to  give  up  the  visiting  of 
schools.  Miss  Blower  then  took  it  up.  She  gives  this 
description : “ The  school  nearer  the  bazaar  is  made  up  of 

Hindu  and  Mohammedan  boys,  and  it  has  been  very 
interesting  to  see  them  make  progress  in  behavior  as  well 
as  in  lessons.  They  have  tried  hard  to  learn  to  sing,  and 


52 


the  result  is  that  a number  can  carry  a tune  comparatively 
well.  It  is  amusing  too  to  hear  them  tell  their  Bible 
stories  in  their  own  version.  The  other  school  nearer  the 
Mission  compound  consists  of  orphan  boys  and  of  girls 
both  Christian  and  heathen.  In  August  most  of  the 
children  in  this  school  were  examined,  and  they  did  well 
on  the  whole. 

“ While  the  attendance  at  these  schools  has  not  been  so 
large  as  we  could  wish,  still  it  has  been  regular.  At  pres- 
ent the  numbers  have  decreased  on  account  of  plague, 
but  it  has  been  very  encouraging  to  know  that  more  than 
half  the  number  of  children  came  on  all  through  this 
troublous  time,  while  in  some  of  the  Government  schools 
only  about  one-fourth  of  the  usual  number  have  attended 
of  late.  To  use  our  Musalman  teacher’s  own  words  ; 

‘ The  mercy  of  God  has  been  upon  our  children.’  One 
morning  about  three  months  ago  an  old  man  came  along 
to  our  bungalow.  He  had  been  in  the  Hospital  with  bad 
eyes  and  had  got  well,  and  to  show  his  gratitude  he  gave 
a rupee,  which  wras  to  be  spent  for  the  school  children. 
So  one  morning  the  children  were  all  gathered  in  one 
school  and  their  hearts  were  made  glad  by  receiving 
sweetmeats  bought  with  the  rupee.” 

Orphans. — The  health  of  the  orphans  under  Mrs. 
Wanless’s  care  during  the  past  year  has  been  remarkably 
good.  We  are  sorry  to  report  a decrease  in  our  numbers.  Two 
of  the  boys,  brothers,  were  taken  away  by  their  mother ; and 
two  i*an  away,  perhaps  because  they  preferred  a life  of  idle 
roaming  to  the  every-day  monotony  of  regular  life  and 
duties.  These  little  boys  have  certainly  made  visible  and 
encouraging  progress  in  their  Christian  life  as  well  as  in 
their  studies.  They  have  over  them  a housemaster,  wrho 
takes  an  interest  in  their  daily  training  and  conduct. 

EVANGELISTIC  WORK. 

Evangelistic  preaching  has  been  carried  on  as  a rule 
every  Wednesday  evening  in  the  principal  market  in 


53 


Miraj,  where  Mr.  Hannum  and  Basantasing  Thakur  have 
sung  hymns,  preached,  debated,  sold  Scripture  portions 
and  given  away  leaflets.  They  have  visited  thirty-four 
neighbouring  towns  for  the  same  purposes,  some  of  them 
repeatedly.  The  aggregate  of  the  distances  thus  travelled 
by  Mr.  Hannum  was  over  400  miles.  The  receptions 
accorded  by  the  people  varied  greatly.  Near  Baya  Boragaon 
the  Preachers  were  entertained  by  a village  officer  in  his 
field,  where  the  heads  of  grain  (“  salu”)  were  plucked  off, 
roasted  in  a brush  fire  and  served  with  sugar  and  cocoanut ; 
and  an  ox-cart  was  furnished  to  convey  them  toward  the 
small  bungalow  where  they  were  lodging.  On  the  other 
hand  at  the  village  of  Savali  the  Missionary  was  met  with 
gibes  and  the  whole  group  of  a dozen  Musalman,  Jain  and 
Hindu  men  who  were  accosted,  refused  to  listen,  and 
walked  away,  leaving  only  two  youths  to  try  their  Indian 
wit. 

A half-hour’s  daily  Preaching  Service  has  as  usual  been 
held  in  the  Dispensary,  being  conducted  by  Missionaries 
and  Indian  Assistants  in  turns.  The  attendance  varied, 
but  for  several  weeks  in  the  hot  season,  it  remained  over  a 
hundred.  In  this  way  at  least  some  little  knowledge  of 
the  Gospel  is  distributed  among  many  towns,  even  to 
great  distances.  Some  listen  simply  and  thoughtfully, 
and  some  who  are  prejudiced  watch  the  clock  and  hear  as 
little  as  they  can  of  the  preaching. 

In  the  Hospital  a Preaching  Service  has  been  conducted 
on  Thursday  afternoons  by  Basantasing,  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  a Bible  Service  has  been  held  by 
Dr.  Wanless  on  Sunday  afternoons.  The  evangelistic 
work  done  in  the  Hospital  has  included  much  of  personal 
talks  with  patients.  The  Indian  Preacher  has  done  much 
of  this  with  the  men  ; and  for  the  women  during  part  of 
the  year,  daily  Bible-readings  were  carried  on  by  a Bible 
woman.  The  general  evangelistic  work  in  the  woman’s 
department  of  the  Hospital  has  been  under  Mrs.  Wanless’s 
care  during  the  year.  This  has  taken  the  forms  of  weekly 
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Evangelistic  Services,  Sunday  morning  classes,  and  daily 
Bible-reading  and  instruction.  Miss  Blower  found  the 
visiting  of  the  women  in  Hospital  very  encouraging.  Such 
words  as,  “When  will  you  come  again?”;  “What  I 
learned  yesterday  gave  me  much  comfort  ” ; “ Those  words 
were  sweet  to  me  ” ; and  “ When  Heave  here  I will  not 
worship  idols  any  more,”  have  been  heard  from  time  to 
time,  but  better  than  all  the  words,  has  been  the  look  of 
joy  and  calmness  which  has  come  into  some  of  the  poor 
suffering  faces.  Miss  Blower  adds  : “It  has  been  counted 
a great  privilege  for  a part  of  the  time  to  help  in  the  Women’s 
Meeting,  which  is  held  every  Tuesday  in  the  women’s 
ward.  This  meeting  is  one  for  prayer  and  singing  and  a 
Bible  address,  and  is  attended  by  women  patients,  their 
friends  and  some  of  the  Christian  women.  Those  patients 
who  are  able  get  off  their  beds  and  sit  on  the  floor  with 
their  friends  near  the  organ,  and  those  wrho  are  too  sick 
lie  on  their  beds  and  listen.  It  is  a stimulus  to  any  one 
to  see  the  eager  uplifted  faces  of  some  of  them  as  they 
listen  to  the  old  old  story,  and  one  cannot  but  believe 
that  some  have  been  blessed.” 

Mrs.  Hannum’s  main  wrork  has  been  defined  by  the 
Station’s  vote  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  she  should 
have  charge  of  the  Christian  women  and  of  the  two  Station 
schools.  The  work  for  Christian  women  consisted  of  a 
class  every  morning  from  8 to  9,  usually  taught  by 
Meribai,  for  illiterate  women,  during  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year  ; and  a Bible  class  every  Friday  through  the  year, 
while  she  was  in  the  Station,  for  all  Christian  women.  Mrs. 
Hannum  makes  these  comments  : “ The  morning  class 

though  small  was  interesting.  The  last  half  of  the  hour 
was  taken  up  memorizing  Scripture  verses  and  hymns,  and 
each  day  a chapter  from  the  New  Testament  was  read 
before  the  hour  closed.  The  Bible-study  Class  on  Friday 
was  most  interesting.  This  I led  myself  throughout  the 
year  except  while  at  Mahabaleshwar,  and  the  last  meeting 
in  September.  We  studied  carefully  the  first  twelve  chap- 
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ters  of  Matthew,  and  as  I felt  last  year  over  a class  of  this 
kind,  I myself  found  great  help  and  blessing  in  preparing 
for  it.  Often  we  had  visitors  from  other  Stations,  who 
were  here  at  the  Hospital  with  friends  or  on  their  'own 
account.  One  of  the  most  delightful  of  these  visitors  was 
Mrs.  Sorabji  of  Pooni.  With  some  little  persuasion  I 
induced  her  to  stay  over  for  a Friday  meeting.  Our 
sitting  room  was  full  that  day,  and  we  put  aside  our  lesson 
and  gave  her  the  hour.  Her  talk  was  uplifting  and  in- 
structive. It  seemed  as  if  every  hungry  heart  in  the  room 
got  a fresh  blessing.  Each  woman  was  cordially  greeted 
after  the  meeting  by  dear  Mrs.  Sorabji.  Another  time 
the  Pastor’s  wife  from  Kolhapur  met  with  us,  and  again  a 
Bible-woman  from  Bombay  talked  to  us  and  her  calm  face 
told  as  much  as  words  did.” 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year,  Mrs.  Hannum 
visited  in  the  town  from  house  to  house  three  afternoons 
a week,  being  accompanied  sometimes  by  Miss  Foster  and 
sometimes  by  Meribai  and  Sumatib&i,  and  trying  as  far 
as  possible  to  go  systematically  from  street  to  street.  For 
the  most  part  Mrs.  Hannum  was  gladly  received  and 
often  had  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  for  an  audience  at  a 
single  courtyard.  Later  Miss  Blower  took  up  this  form 
of  work,  of  which  she  remarks:  “No  very  extensive 

visiting  in  the  town  has  been  done,  but  Meribai,  one  of 
the  school-teachers,  has  been  willing  after  her  day’s 
teaching  was  over  to  go  into  the  town  two  afternoons  a 
week.  On  the  whole  the  people  have  been  very  receptive 
and  many  times  have  requested  another  visit.  Often 
hearts  have  been  found  softened  and  ready  to  hear  the 
story  by  some  bodily  treatment,  which  they  have  received 
in  Hospital.” 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  has  continued 
its  helpful  work  through  its  meetings  and  reading-room  in 
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the  Dispensary.  The  membership  has  consisted  of  the 
medical  students  and  the  male  members  of  the  Station. 
During  the  cold  season  some  of  the  students  preached  in 
the  near  villages  on  Sunday  mornings  and  occasionally  in 
the  Miraj  bazaar.  The  work  of  the  Association  has  suffered 
in  regularity  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Strange  in 
December,  for  he  had  taken  a place  as  a natural  leader  in 
the  organization.  The  large  amount  of  sickness  among 
the  Christians  in  the  rainy  season  also  interfered  much 
with  the  meetings. 

With  the  object  of  making  these  young  men  something 
more  than  mere  doctors  a Bible  class  has  been  held  in 
the  reading-room  thrice  a week  from  7 to  7-30  in  the 
morning.  Dr.  Wanless  had  charge  of  it,  but  Mr.  Hannum 
took  part  from  June,  taking  one  of  the  meetings  each 
week  for  a time  and  three  a week  for  a time.  Four  of  the 
students  attended  Mr.  Mott’s  meetings  for  students  in 
Bombay  last  January,  and  all  professed  having  received 
much  help  from  the  meetings.  One  of  the  students,  one 
of  the  brightest  men  in  the  class,  a professing  Christian 
from  childhood,  confessed  conversion  through  Mr.  Mott’s 
addresses,  and  his  life  since  has  shown  the  sincerity  of  his 
profession. 

MEDICAL  WORK, 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  staff  of  the  Hospital 
was  increased  by  the  appointment  to  Miraj  of  Dr.  Y.  E. 
McArthur,  who  in  June  was  transferred  back  to  Ratnigiri. 
It  was  again  increased  soon  after  by  the  appointment  to 
the  Mission  and  to  Miraj  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Williamson  and  by 
the  voluntary  location  here  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Carr,  who  on 
invitation  has  temporarily  joined  the  Hospital  staff.  The 
work  suffered  serious  loss  in  the  death  in  July  of  the  Head 
Compounder,  Isaac  Abraham,  who  since  the  opening  of  the 
work  in  Miraj  had  been  a faithful  and  painstaking  Helper 
and  an  earnest  Christian,  and  also  in  the  loss  of  the  House- 
Surgeon,  Samson  Lazarus,  who  resigned  to  accept  an  ap- 
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pointment  on  the  Southern  Maratha  Railway,  and  whose 
work  for  the  present  is  being  done  by  the  medical  students. 

Plague  prevailed  in  Miraj  during  four  months  of  the 
Mission  year,  and  as  usual  resulted  in  a great  falling  off  in 
the  attendance  both  in  the  Dispensary  and  in  the  Hospital 
during  these  months.  The  attendance  during  the  remain- 
ing months  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  -work,  and 
as  a whole  it  has  been  the  largest  year  of  work  thus  far 
recorded.  In  the  outdoor  Dispensary  9,257  new  patients 
were  treated,  with  a total  attendance  of  20,340.  The  in- 
patients admitted  to  the  hospital  were  1,085.  In  the 
Hospital  and  Dispensary  1,512  operations  were  performed, 
843  of  which  were  recorded  as  major.  There  were  317 
cataract  extractions,  a number  nearly  twice  that  recorded 
in  the  combined  mofussil  Civil  Hospitals  in  the  Bombay 
Presidency.  Chloroform  was  administered  551  times. 
During  the  non-plague  months  the  Hospital  was  continu- 
ally overflowing  and  the  resources  of  the  staff  taxed  to  the 
utmost. 

The  new  wing,  known  as  the  Bryn  Mawr  Annex,  was 
completed,  and  was  opened  by  the  Political  Agent  of 
Kolhapur  on  July  4th.  The  following  account  of  the 
opening  appears  in  the  Times  of  India  of  Juty  7th  : 

“ Miraj,  July  oth. 

“ On  Friday  last  Colonel  Ferris,  the  Political  Agent  of 
the  Southern  Maratha  country,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs. 
Ferris,  a large  number  of  native  gentlemen,  including  the 
chiefs  of  Miraj  Senior  and  Kurandvad  Senior,  and  others, 
opened  the  new  Annex  of  the  Presbyterian  (U.  S.  A.) 
Hospital  in  Miraj.  This  additional  wing  has  been  built 
largely  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John  H.  Converse  of 
Philadelphia,  to  whom  the  Mission  was  indebted  for  the 
original  hospital  and  doctor’s  residence. 

“ Colonel  Ferris  said  his  twenty-nine  years’  experience 
in  India  had  brought  him  largely  into  contact  with  the 
poor,  and  he  believed  that  only  those  Missionary  efforts 
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which  'combined  bodily  healing,  with  teaching  for  the 
cure  of  soul-sickness,  produced  results  which  were  at  all 
really  adequate  to  the  loving  labor  and  self-sacrificing  zeal 
bestowed  upon  the  people.  When  Indians  saw  those 
whose  services  at  home  could  command  high  rates  of 
remuneration,  giving  their  trained  skill  freely  to  natives  of 
another  land,  it  came  to  them  as  a revelation  and  their 
minds  were  carried  upwards  from  the  Missionary  to  the 
Missionary’s  God.  He  recalled  how  the  memory  of  a 
medical  Missionary  whom  he  knew  in  his  earlier  official 
life,  was  treasured  by  the  common  people  for  years  after 
his  death  and  venerated  as  the  Punjab  soldiers  even  to-day 
venerate  the  name  of  John  Nicholson.  He  congratulated 
the  Chief  of  Miraj  very  warmly  on  his  good  fortune  in 
having  such  a splendidly  equipped  Hospital  in  his  State  at 
no  expense  to  the  State,  and  believed  he  would  do  his 
utmost  to  help  forward  a work  of  such  great  value  to  his 
people  and  others. 

“ Miss  Ethel  Wanless  presented  Colonel  Ferris  with  a 
silver  key  with  which  he  unlocked  the  door  and  then 
unveiled  a handsome  bronze  tablet,  bearing  the  name  of 
the  new  block  and  its  donor.  He  said : ‘ I have  much 
pleasure  in  declaring  the  Bryn  Mawr  Annex  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Mission  Hospital  of  Western  India  to  be  now 
open,  and  I pray  for  the  continued  blessing  of  God  to 
rest  upon  the  work  connected  with  it.’ 

“ The  Chief  of  Miraj  Senior  then  addressed  the  meet- 
ing in  Mardthi  and  said  he  valued  the  work  and  would  do 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  interests.’ 

“ The  Hon.  Rao  Bahadur  A.  B.  Desai,  Administrator 
of  Sangli  State,  spoke  warmly  of  the  Missionary  move- 
ment in  India,  exemplified  by  the  network  of  philan- 
thropic institutions,  especially  Hospitals,  which  had  been 
the  product  of  such  work.  It  seemed  to  him  such  things 
made  very  real  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  * Love  suffereth 
long,  and  is  kind : seeketh  not  its  own,  hopeth  all  things, 
endureth  all  things.’ 
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“Rao  Bahadur  Pandit,  Administrator  of  Miraj  Junior 
State,  said  he  was  continually  impressed  with  what 
Christianity  had  done  for  the  world,  and  for  India  in 
particular.  The  Anglo-Saxon  race  were  making  the 
whole  world  their  home.  They  were  citizens  of  no  one 
country;  they  are  citizens  of  the  world.  They  were 
grateful  to  those  people  who,  though  separated  from  them 
by  the  distance  of  half  a world,  thought  about  them  and 
sent  them  such  splendid  help. 

“ Dr.  Wanless,  in  replying,  said  that  the  building, 
which  comprised  a large  operating  theatre,  lecture  room, 
laboratory,  and  four  suites  of  private  wards,  had  been 
built  most  economically  at  a total  cost  including  furnish- 
ings of  about  Rs.  15,000.  Though  the  private  wards 
were  for  paying  patients,  yet  the  whole  institution  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  all  receipts  from  private 
rooms  went  to  the  enlargement  of  the  free  work.  As 
evidence  of  the  large  work  carried  on,  he  would  mention 
that  during  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  834  opera- 
tions had  been  performed  in  the  Hospital.  The  magnifi- 
cent sterilising  plant  and  boiler  had  been  the  gift  of 
Mr.  Converse  and  would  enormously  facilitate  and  improve 
the  work  done.  He  wished  to  especially  remember  how 
indebted  the  Hospital  was  to  all  its  helpers,  especially  to 
the  Nursing  Superintendent  and  Indian  House  Surgeon 
without  whose  services  the  work  could  not  be  efficiently 
performed. 

“The  Rev.  Mr.  Seiler  theu  spoke,  and  Rev.  W.  H. 
Hannum  concluded  with  a dedicatory  prayer. 

“One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  work 
seems  to  be  that  of  the  Medical  School  attached.  Here 
young  men  of  all  denominations,  desirous  of  becoming 
Mission  Hospital  Helpers,  are  given  a three  years’  very 
thorough  medical  curriculum,  comprising  systematic 
lectures,  laboratory  work,  attendance  at  autopsies  and 
much  practical  clinical  instructions  in  Hospital.  The  new 
Annex  will  aid  this  work  greatly  in  providing  a new 
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chemical  and  microscopic  laboratory  with  water  and  all 
appliances  for  each  student,  a capacious  museum  and 
lecture  theatre.  As  there  is  no  other  such  Training  In- 
stitute in  India,  where  those  Indian  young  men  desiring 
to  dedicate  their  lives  to  Medical  Missionary  work  can  be 
taught  while  associated  with  a large  actual  Medical  Mis- 
sion work,  it  is  to  be  desired  that  this  side  of  the  work  of 
the  Miraj  Mission  should  increase  more  and  more.” 

Since  the  opening,  the  new  private  wards  have  been  con- 
stantly in  demand,  and  have  already  been  occupied  by 
several  persons  of  rank.  The  new  operating  theatre, 
which  for  completeness  is  probably  not  surpassed  by  any 
in  India,  has  greatly  enhanced  both  the  perfection  of  the 
operative  work  and  the  comfort  of  doing  it,  especially 
during  trjung  hot  days. 

The  nurses  and  students  have  taken  part  in  common  with 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wanlessin  conducting  three  of  the  regular 
Hospital  services,  which  consist  of  two  services  on  Sunday 
and  two  during  the  week.  The  effort  has  been  made  to 
have  every  patient  both  in  the  Dispensary  and  in  the 
Hospital  hear  the  Gospel,  in  form  simple  and  plain  enough 
to  make  known  the  way  of  life.  Not  less  than  seven 
hundred  different  villages  have  been  represented  in  those 
who  have  come  for  treatment.  The  results  of  this  broad- 
cast seed-sowing  of  the  Word,  though  as  yet  apparent  in 
but  few  tangible  results,  we  can  safely  leave  in  the  hands 
of  Him  who  seeks  faithfulness  rather  than  success.  The 
most  encouragement  spiritually  has  come  from  those  in 
the  Hospital  who  have  remained  long  enough  to  be  sys- 
tematically taught.  If  we  but  had  the  evangelistic  force 
to  follow  up  many  of  the  in-patients  in  their  villages,  we 
feel  that  much  more  might  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
permanent  fruit  from  the  medical  work. 

In  the  Leper  Axylum,  supported  entirely  by  the  Leper 
Mission,  and  which  Dr.  Wanless  has  superintended  during 
the  year,  there  has  been  an  average  of  26  lepers,  ten  of 
whom  were  baptized  early  in  the  year.  Dr.  Williamson 
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says  of  the  medical  work  : “ Naturally  under  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  past  few  months,  during  Dr.  Wanless’s 
illness  and  the  severe  epidemic  of  sickness  among  the  boys 
of  the  Sangli  Orphanage,  we  have  been  unusually  busy 
That  work  reminded  me  very  vividly  of  the  sad  happy, 
days  during  the  1900  famine  : sad  because  of  the  suffering 
and  weakness  all  around  one,  and  happy  because  of  the 
sense  of  deep  inward  joy  in  being  able  to  serve,  even  a 
little,  these  little  ones. 

It  was  pitiful  work  to  see  these  lads  slip  away  from  us 
and  apparently  unable  to  respond,  in  many  cases,  to  any 
methods  of  treatment  employed.  One  got  very  attached  to 
some  of  the  little  ones.  At  one  time  we  had  so  many  sick 
orphan  boys,  that  one  woman’s  ward  had  to  be  given  up 
entirely  to  them.” 

Finanoial. — We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  continued 
growth  in  the  self-support  of  the  Hospital.  From  the 
following  financial  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  while 
the  cost  of  the  work  keeps  pace  with  its  expansion,  the 
added  cost  to  the  home  Board  has  but  slightly  increased. 
The  people  of  this  land  in  proportion  to  their  means,  are  in 
the  habit  of  paying  well  for  medical  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  their  own  native  doctors.  We  began  two  years 
ago  to  charge  in  the  Dispensary  for  medicines  those  whom 
we  considered  able  to  pay  for  them  the  whole  or  a part  of 
their  value,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  regret  the  practice ; 
nor  have  we  evidence  that  the  practice  has  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent  restricted  the  attendance  of  either  the  very 
poor  or  moderately  well-to-do,  those  most  likely  to  be 
affected. 

Of  course  no  really  poor  person  is  asked  to  pay  for 
medicines,  and  no  one  is  asked  to  pay  for  medicines  who 
declares  that  he  is  unable  to  pay.  We  prefer  not  to  charge 
in  doubtful  cases,  rather  than  compel  a seemingly  able 
person  to  pay,  and  as  a rule  we  find  that  the  majority  are 
willing  to  pay  something,  though  what  is  paid  is  in  most 
cases  only  a nominal  amount.  Yet  it  is  something 
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towards  the  cost  of  the  medicines.  As  the  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  plant  now  worth  nearly  a lakh  of  rupees  have 
been  provided  by  American  friends,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
home  Board  continues  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  foreign 
Physicians  and  Nurse,  and  in  addition  makes  an  annua] 
grant  covering  the  salaries  of  the  Indian  Assistants  and 
something  toward  the  running  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment besides,  it  is  clearty  the  duty  of  this  country,  for 
whose  benefit  it  has  been  established  to  increase  its  finan- 
cial interest  in  the  work,  especially  since  buildings  and 
staff  are  provided  by  foreign  money. 

Thus  far  the  Miraj  Hospital  has  not  received  any 
Government  grant-in-aid,  but  inasmuch  as  a large  percent- 
age of  our  patients  come  from  British  territory,  there 
ought  not  to  be  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  Government 
making  a yearly  grant  towards  so  extensive  a work. 
With  the  exception  of  the  gifts  reported  in  the  financial 
statement,  the  institution  receives  no  regular  aid  from 
native  states. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  amount  expend- 
ed for  food  and  diet  and  included  in  the  following  state- 
ment has  been  raised  this  year  independent  of  the  regular 
appropriations  of  the  Board.  This  had  to  be  done  as  a 
matter  of  necessity,  the  amount  which  might  have  been 
available,  but  which  in  any  case  would  have  been  insuffi- 
cient, having  been  used  up  in  the  application  of  the  “ cut.” 

A thousand  rupees  “ raised  on  the  field  ” in  excess  of 
what  was  estimated  and  authorized  to  be  used  in  the  work 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  have  been,  by  vote  of  the 
Mission  and  permission  of  the  Board,  applied  to  providing 
water  tanks  and  furnishings  for  the  new  block. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  for  the 

Mission’s  fiscal  year,  May  1st,  1901  to  April  30th,  1902. 


RECEIPTS. 


RS. 

A. 

P. 

Cash,  fees  received 

. 2,265 

6 

0 

,,  for  rent  of  private  wards 

. 1,031 

12 

0 

,,  „ medicines  supplied  to  patients 

..  1,169 

14 

3 

,,  from  sale  of  medicine  bottles  and  measures 

134 

7 

9 

„ „ collection  boxes 

72 

10 

0 

„ ,,  famine  fnnd  for  food  to  destitute  patients 

. 396 

0 

0 

„ „ patients  and  their  supporters  for  food  and  diet 

. 465 

12 

0 

GIFTS  TO  THE  GENERAL  FUND. 

Cash,  N.  Powell  & Co.,  Bombay 

40 

0 

0 

„ His  Highness  the  Maharaja  of  Kolhapur  ... 

. 100 

0 

0 

„ Miss  E.  Bissell,  Ahmednagar  ... 

50 

0 

0 

„ „ E.  Blower,  Vengurle 

25 

0 

0 

„ Mrs.  Pandurang  P.  Mani,  Baroda 

25 

0 

0 

,,  Mr.  Devi,  Satara  ... 

20 

0 

0 

„ Miss  Ethel  Wanless 

2 

0 

0 

„ from  patients 

. 65 

0 

0 

, amounts  of  Board’s  appropriation 

. 4,159 

10 

2 

Deficit 

50 

5 

0 

Total  Receipts 

. 10,072  13 

2 

EXPENDITURES. 

RS. 

A. 

P. 

Salaries  of  Medical  Assistants  and  students 

. 2,248 

10 

0 

,,  „ female  Nurses 

. 303 

0 

0 

„ „ ward  boys  and  servants  ... 

622 

8 

0 

Medicines  and  instruments 

. 4,327 

6 

10 

Food  and  diet... 

. 861 

12 

0 

Clothing 

. 151 

4 

0 

Washing 

. 136 

4 

0 

Lights  and  heating 

. 294 

1 

2 

Printing  and  stationery  ... 

90 

8 

11 

Repairs  of  instruments  and  fixtures 

34 

0 

0 

Water  tanks,  beds  and  furnishings  for  Bryn  Mawr  Annex  . 

..  1,004 

6 

3 

Total  gioss  expenditure  ...  10,072  13  2 
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Receipts  on  account  of  famine  relief  under  charge  of  Dr.  Wanless. 


Gifts  in  kind  received. 

One  set  of  water  sterilizers. 

One  autoclave  dressing  sterilizer. 

One  instrument  sterilizer. 

One  upright  steam  boiler  for  operating  sterilizers,  all  the  gift  of 
John  H.  Converse,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Some  of  the  present  needs  of  the  Hospital. 

Clothing  and  bedding,  old  linen,  cast-off  flannels  and  underwear,  blauk- 
ets  and  any  kind  of  cotton  goods  will  be  gratefully  reoeived. 

An  “ X ray  ” apparatus. 

An  ice  machine. 

Money  donations  should  be  sent  to  the  physician  in  charge.  Gifts  in 
kind  may  be  sent  to  any  member  of  the  station. 

Nursing. — The  Nursing  Department  of  the  Hospital  has 
as  formerly  been  under  the  care  of  Miss  F oster . The  staff  of 
nurses  has  been  increased  by  one,  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
students  in  the  medical  class,  who  desires  to  learn  nursing  in 
order  that  she  may  be  of  assistance  to  her  husband  on  his 
completion  of  the  medical  course.  Each  additional  nurse 
means  increased  responsibility  in  instructing  her  and  in 
overseeing  her  work,  though,  as  Miss  Foster  says,  “All 
three  of  my  nurses  are  a great  comfort  and  help  to  me,  as 
we  work  together,  caring  for  the  bodies  of  those  who 
come  into  the  Hospital  for  treatment  and  trying  to  lead 
them  by  the  word  spoken  in  season  to  the  great  Physi- 
cian of  souls.  The  new  annex,  with  its  modern  well 
equipped  sterilizing  and  operating  room,  adds  greatly  to 
our  comfort  in  lightening  the  work  in  this  department.” 

Medical  School. — The  class  has  suffered  a reduction 
in  its  number  by  the  loss  of  three  members,  one  from 


Mr.  C.  F.  Strange,  Miraj  .. 

Rev.  J.  Gregory  Mantle,  Brighton,  England 
Miss  Binns,  Nasarapur 

Missionary  Pence  Society,  per  Mr.'T.  A.  Bailey  ... 
John  Wanless,  Toronto,  for  support  of  an  orphan 
Toronto  friend  per  Mr.  James  Marshall 


RS.  A.  P. 

3 4 0 
750  0 0 
20  0 0 
312  9 0 
120  0 0 
15  0 0 


Total  ...  1,220  13  0 
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unfitness  to  continue  his  studies;  another,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Strange,  who  went  to  Britain  in  January,  to  complete  his 
studies  ; and  the  third,  Samuvelarao  Pavar,  who  died  of 
consumption  in  September.  The  latter  was  a faithful 
and  earnest  Christian,  whose  influence  among  his  class- 
mates and  the  Christians  in  general  was  always  for  good. 
There  are  still  eight  students,  who  will  complete  their 
three  years’  course  of  study  next  March.  Judging  from 
the  letters  that  we  have  received,  graduates  from  the  class 
will  experience  no  difficulty  in  securing  employment 
either  independently  or  as  Mission  Agents.  One  of  the 
last  class  recently  received  an  appointment  on  pay  of 
Rs.  70  per  month  on  the  S.  M.  Railway,  and  at  the  end 
of  a month  was  promoted  to  a position  as  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  the  Railway  Hospital  at  Hubali  on  pay  of 
Rs.  110  per  month.  This  student  served  the  Mission  two 
years  after  graduation  and  is  now  refunding  a part  of  his 
scholarship  fund  in  lieu  of  three  further  years  of  cove- 
nanted service.  The  self-support,  which  will  be  readily 
available  to  graduates  of  the  school,  is  a feature  that 
should  commend  the  work  of  training  Christian  young 
men  as  physicians. 

If  only  these  young  men  can  be  grouuded  in  Christian 
truth  and  life  sufficiently  to  stand  as  true  Christian  men, 
it  matters  little  whether  they  remain  Mission  Agents  or 
become  independent  self-supporting  members  of  the 
Christian  community.  Were  it  not  that  our  own  Mission, 
in  common  with  others,  is  sadly  in  need  of  Christian 
Agents,  we  could  wish  that  all  the  graduates  of  the  school 
might  be  independent  Christians. 


VENGURLE  STATION. 

Vengurle  Station  rejoices  in  the  good  providence  of 
God  who  has  kept  us  free  from  all  plague,  famine  and 
serious  illness  during  the  year. 
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Personnel. — At  Mission  Meeting  last  October,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hannum  were  transferred  to  Miraj ; and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Irwin  wTho  had  just  returned  from  furlough,  and 
Mr.  Marshall  of  Eatnagiri,  were  assigned  to  Vengurle. 
The  Irwins  went  at  once  to  Vengurle  and  took  over  charge. 
They  had  been  there  before  with  only  two  Christians, 
and  were  delighted  on  their  return  to  be  welcomed  by  some 
50  or  more  orphan  boys  in  white,  drawn  up  in  line 
and  smiling  their  best.  Mr.  Marshall  was  until  Christ- 
mas time  at  Mahabaleshwar,  studying  the  language  and 
caring  for  Mr.  Seiler  who  was  ill  there.  Until  their 
transfer  to  Eatnagiri  in  March,  we  had  with  us  Misses 
Skelton  and  Blower  of  the  Z.  B.  and  M.  Mission  and 
have  since  greatly  missed  their  presence  and  help.  We 
earnestly  invite  them  back  again  as  soon  as  they  have 
sufficient  numbers  to  come. 

From  March  15th  to  May  1st  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  held 
the  fort  alone,  when  they  went  to  Mahabaleshwar  where 
Mr.  Irwin  had  to  help  audit  the  Mission  accounts. 

From  May  1st  to  June  11th,  the  bridal  couple  held 
the  Station.  Dr.  Steward  had  been  a member  of  Vengurle 
Station  the  latter  part  of  last  j7ear ; and  we  have  to  thank 
Mr.  Marshall  for  his  appreciation  of  the  needs  of  the 
Station,  and  for  his  efforts  and  success  in  bringing  the 
truant  Doctor  back  again  as  his  obedient  bride  from  Kodoli 
and  various  hill  stations  whither  she  and  he  had  fled ! 

THE  CHURCH. 

On  February  26th,  after  careful  consideration  by  the 
Station,  and  the  Committee  of  Presbytery  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  a Church  was  organized  in  Vengurle. 

Eev.  J.  M.  Irwin  was  appointed  its  Moderator  and 
Stated  Supply.  Tukaramji  E.  Kambale  was  ordained  its 
Elder. 

Five  adult  Christians  were  received  by  letter  and  ten 
young  men  by  profession. 
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Thus  at  the  organization  there  were  15  members. 
Twenty-two  boys  of  the  Suvartta  Sadan  Orphanage  were 
also  approved  and  publicly  received  as  catechumens  of  the 
Church  at  the  time  of  organization. 

On  September  30th  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  report, 
we  have  27  members  and  17  catechumens.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  12  members.  Of  the  22  first  catechumens,  9 have 
been  since  baptized.  Seven  new  catechumens  have  been 
received,  of  whom  2 have  also  been  baptized.  Many  others 
have  applied  for  baptism,  but  have  been  kept  on  further 
probation. 

All  the  increase  has  been  from  among  the  boys  of  the 
Orphanage.  All  of  the  larger  boys  in  the  Orphanage  are 
either  baptized  or  catechumens.  Almost  all  those  that 
have  been  baptized  have  been  about  12  years  old  or  more, 
and  have  been  with  us  under  instruction  for  1J  or  2 years. 

There  has  been  no  need  for  discipline  during  the 
year.  Special  lessons  in  the  duties  of  the  Eldership  have 
been  given  to  Elder  Tukaramji.  Eor  some  time  after 
the  22  catechumens  were  received  there  was  an  instruc- 
tion class  for  them.  Lately  there  has  been  a Christian 
workers,  class  for  the  older  and  more  advanced  Christians. 

Mr.  Irwin  has  conducted  the  regular  services  of  the 
Church,  viz. , Sabbath  School,  Sabbath  afternoon  worship, 
and  the  Midweek  Prayer  Meeting. 

In  the  S.  S.  we  have  used  the  International  Lessons, 
the  Balashikshak  and  the  Harris  Jones  & Co.’s  Lesson 
Pictures.  Two  of  the  teachers  and  some  of  the  pupils 
tried  the  S.  S.  Union  examination  in  July  for  the  first 
time  here. 

The  Midweek  Prayer  Meeting  has  been  specially  adapted 
to  help  the  Orphanage  boys  in  their  Christian  life.  They 
have  readily  led  the  meeting  in  turns,  for  the  last  three 
months ; they  read  their  own  hymns  and  Scripture  as 
well  as  pray,  and  are  encouraged  to  ask  questions  and 
try  to  answer  them.  The  meeting  is  made  rather 
informal  and  all  are  expected  to  take  part  freely,  which 
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they  do  to  a surprising  extent,  considering  that  a short 
while  since  they  were  heathen  famine  waifs. 

The  Preaching  Service  was  till  the  Church  organization 
held  in  town,  but  since  then  in  the  Orphanage  building. 

The  effort  is  to  make  the  preaching  simple,  pointed, 
and  illustrated  from  life,  so  as  to  explain  and  enforce 
Christian  truth  on  these  orphan  boys  especially. 

Almost  all  the  members  and  catechumens  have  given 
unmistakeable  signs  of  growth  in  Christian  knowledge 
and  grace. 

Quite  a number  now  own  their  own  Bibles  or  Testa- 
ments and  hymn  books.  Some  have  begun  to  give  tithes 
of  their  income  to  the  Lord. 

Some  are  occasionally  seen  or  heard  on  the  neighbouring 
hill-top  praying.  Others  have  occasionally  gone  of  their 
own  accord  to  neighbouring  villages  to  testify  for  the 
Saviour.  And  at  almost  all  times  we  hear  them  singing 
Christian  hymns. 

The  Church  has  two  accounts — a Building  Fund  in 
which  there  are  at  present  Rs.  5-10-7 1,  and  a Current 
Expense  Fund  with  a balance  in  hand  of  Rs.  13-0-41. 

The  total  contributions  have  been  about  Rs.  56,  of 
which  the  native  members  have  given  about  Rs.  16. 

Rs.  5 have  been  given  to  the  Presbytery’s  Home 
Mission  Committee. 

Rs.  4-10-3,  a Christmas  offering,  to  the  Chinese  Famine 
Sufferers. 

Rs.  2 to  local  Bible  work. 

Rs.  6-15-9  besides  foreign  subscriptions  to  the  Bombay 
Bible  Society. 

The  Church  has  met  all  its  own  expenses  besides,  such 
as  the  S.  S.  lesson  papers  and  pictures,  &c. 

Mrs.  Irwin  has  had  charge  of  the  Women’s  Bible  and 
Sewing  Class  of  the  Church.  She  reports  that  both  her 
women  have  passed  an  examination  in  Luke,  one  getting 
81  £ and  the  other  79£  per  cent,  and  both  seem  to  be  much 
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encouraged.  They  are  now  studying  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles. 

EVANGELISTIC  WORK. 

From  Mission  Meeting  till  the  hot  season,  Mr.  Irwin 
preached  three  times  a week  in  “ Billings  Hall  ” in  town, 
being  assisted  in  the  singing  by  boys  from  the  Orphanage. 

Mr.  Marshall  has  had  charge  of  the  evangelistic  work 
in  town  during  the  monsoon  months.  Regular  preaching 
services  have  been  held  in  the  hall  four  afternoons  each 
week,  in  connection  with  the  Medical  Dispensary  work, 
Mr.  Irwin  preaching  twice  each  week,  and  Tukaramji, 
Master,  preaching  twice.  The  attendance  steadily  increased 
in  about  the  same  proportion  as  the  Dispensary  attendance, 
forty-five  or  fifty  sometimes  being  present  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  service,  often  a dozen  more  would  be  collected 
on  the  verandah  to  listen  for  a part  of  the  time.  A very 
noticeable  change  was  manifest  in  the  attitude  of  most  of 
those  who  attended,  the  audience  usually  being  as  quiet 
and  orderly  and  attentive  as  an  audience  at  home. 

On  July  1st,  the  Orphanage  was  able  to  release  Tukaram, 
Master,  from  the  work  of  teaching,  that  he  might  give  his 
whole  time  to  evangelistic  work.  He  was  present  at  each 
service  and  continued  to  read  portions  of  Scripture  or 
hymns  and  comment  thereon,  or  to  converse  with  indi- 
viduals or  groups,  till  the  medical  work  was  finished. 

Scripture  portions  and  religious  booklets  were  kept  on 
sale,  and  tracts  were  frequently  distributed. 

Tukaramji  preached,  almost  every  forenoon,  either  in 
the  bazaar,  or  in  some  side  street,  or  in  some  of  the  near- 
by villages  and  at  the  bundar.  In  these  preaching  trips 
he  carried  a supply  of  Gospels,  of  which  he  sold  a goodly 
number,  and  distributed  a large  number  of  tracts.  He 
reports  having  preached  134  times  in  the  three  months 
with  a total  attendance,  as  reported,  of  3,757. 

This  is  a fair  average  of  work  done  by  our  Helpers,  but 
how  it  emphasizes  the  greatness  of  the  evangelization 
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problem.  He  would  require  1^  years  to  reach  this  one  small 
town,  if  he  had  a different  audience  each  time  he  preached, 
and  how  small  a morsel  of  truth  a Hindu  gets  from  a ser- 
vice ! Those  who  have  laboured  longest  in  India  know  full 
well  how  the  message  must  be  repeated,  and  how  long  it 
would  require  to  reach  it  effectively  ! Thirty  men  ten 
years  to  reach  the  population  of  our  field  once  with  one 
morsel ! Multiply  this  by  the  almost  numberless  repeti- 
tions necessary  to  a fair  understanding  and  we  have  a prob- 
lem for  our  faith. 

THE  ORPHANAGE. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  have  been  in  charge  of  the 
Orphanage.  Mr.  Irwin  taking  the  accounts  of  the  school 
and  the  carpentry  and  gardening  industries ; Mrs.  Irwin, 
the  correspondence,  the  boys’  accounts,  the  tailoring,  the 
cooking,  the  house-keeping,  the  singing,  and  the 'mother- 
ing. They  have  endeavoured  to  share  the  “ etceteras  ” 
which  have  been  many  and  frequent. 

The  Home. — Mrs.  Irwin  has  been  heard  muttering  to 
herself  to  the  effect  that  “ those  who  had  the  breaking  in 
of  these  famine  boys  doubtless  had  the  hardest  part  of  the 
work.  They  were  Tartars  when  we  got  them,  but  oh  my  ! 
what  must  they  have  been  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hannum 
got  them  in  their  original  condition  ! ” This  was  a new 
kind  of  work  to  them  both  and  they  have  often  been 
almost  at  their  wits  end  to  know  just  howto  deal  with  such 
boys.  Some  were  experts  in  stealing,  others  in  quarrelling 
a id  grumbling,  others  in  running  away  especially  at  uight, 
and  nearly  ail  in  lying  and  giving  “ Shivi,”  i.e.,  slandering 
each  other,  and  one  of  the  greatest  trials  was  to  keep  their 
nakedness  covered.  Eat!  lazy  around  when  supposed  to 
be  at  work  ! run  away  and  return  as  often  as  they  wished  ! 
Threaten  to  die  that  night  if  punished  ! these  were  the 
pastimes  in  which  they  excelled. 

A rule  was  made  after  some  eight  or  nine  had  run 
away  for  a while,  to  the  effect  that  none  of  the  older  boys 
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doing  so  without  our  consent,  would  be  admitted  again  to 
the  Orphanage. 

For  such  restless  boys  this  was  doubtless  a hard  rule, 
however  sometimes  sedatives  work  well  and  so  did  this. 
It  proved  a perfect  panacea-  These  leaders  in  mischief, 
tried  to  get  back,  but  the  rule  still  worked  and  the  rest 
took  knowledge. 

Four  little  youngsters  that  had  gone  off  previous  to  the 
making  of  the  rule,  and  at  night,  were  sent  back  by  a 
policeman  and  on  the  same  day  after  dark  in  the  evening, 
they  came  trembling  and  footsore  back  and  the  Madam 
Saheb  took  them  graciously  under  her  protection.  Since 
then  there  have  been  no  further  runaways  nor  the  least 
desire  to  do  so. 

Some  time  ago,  the  boys  were  asked  why  they  seemed 
so  content  now  and  didn’t  even  think  of  running  off. 

They  very  promptly  answered — “ Oh ! it  is  good  here, 
and  we  know  that  we  wouldn’t  be  taken  back.  Look  at 
the  other  boys  who  didn’t  behave — we  don’t  want  to  be 
like  them  ! — and  we  don’t  wish  to  go  anyhow.” 

At  the  time  of  writing,  the  boys  are  happy  and  content- 
ed, cleanly  inclined,  polite,  kind  to  each  other,  and 
grateful  for  little  attentions  which  are  not  really  necessary, 
but  which  make  it  homelike  for  them.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  most  telling  features  of  her  work,  has  been  the  estab- 
lishing and  training  of  a Christian  Choir.  Her  15  selected 
boys  have  greatly  improved  in  manners,  dress,  singing  and 
we  believe  spiritually.  And  it  is  a very  pleasing  sight  on 
Sabbath  as  these  choir  boys  rise  together  at  a signal  from 
their  leader,  all  dressed  in  white  with  their  crimson  ribbon 
badge  and  its  gilt  letters  in  Marathi  for  “ Yengurle  Chris- 
tian Choir,”  fastened  on  to  the  white  peharan  or  shirt. 
Should  any  boy  be  found  intentionally  doing  wrong,  or 
come  to  choir  practise,  S.S.  or  Church  with  soiled  garments, 
the  badge  is  to  be  taken  from  him  and  his  name  erased 
from  the  choir  roll.  Strange  to  say!  since  they  received 
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their  badge  three  or  four  months  ago,  not  one  name  has 
been  erased  for  appearing  in  soiled  garments. 

In  the  Orphanage  home  almost  all  the  work  is  done  by 
the  boys,  such  as  house  cleaning,  grinding,  cooking,  clothes 
washing,  and  some  of  them  do  their  own  mending.  Six  of 
the  smallest  boys  are  cared  for  by  one  of  our  Native 
Christian  women  on  the  compound  where  Mrs.  Irwin  can 
oversee  them. 

There  is  an  excellent  self-government  scheme  in  opera- 
tion introduced  by  Mr.  Hannum  with  a PatiJ  or  headman, 
a Kulkarni  or  secretary,  and  three  Chaughule  or  petty  village 
officers,  making  together  aPanch  or  Com.  of  Law  and  Order. 

These  settle  petty  disputes  and  report  on  disciplinary 
matters  to  those  in  charge.  This  arrangement  is  a success. 
There  is  also  a local  currency  scheme,  also  introduced  by 
Mr.  Hannum  which  works  well  in  the  main. 

Eighteen  boys  have  recently  given  up  their  meals  for 
a whole  day  of  their  own  accord,  in  order  to  contribute 
to  the  Bible  Society  Fund  in  addition  to  their  Church 
contributions.  Not  long  since  one  of  the  little  boys  fell 
into  the  well  which  wras  rather  full  of  w'ater  after  the  rains 
and  was  in  great  danger  of  drowning,  when  two  larger 
boys  plunged  in  and  rescued  him  just  in  time. 

For  this  act  of  bravery  they  were  each  presented  with  a 
Bible  inscribed  with  their  names  in  gold  letters. 

Still  if  a boy  can  swim  they  do  not  think  a great  deal  of 
falling  into  the  well.  This  particular  well  is  about  15  ft. 
broad  and  about  50  feet  deep,  and  in  the  hot  season  wffien 
it  contained  little  water,  a small  boy  fell  in,  but  Mr.  Irwin 
only  learned  it  accidentally,  the  youngster  not  seeming  to 
care  to  speak  of  it,  nor  the  others  to  mention  it  either — but 
they  did  tell  him  that  the  rope  was  broken  ! 

We  boil  and  filter  this  water  before  drinking  ! 

School. — The  Orphanage  School  has  three  Masters 
beside  Mr.  Irwin  who  teaches  the  Scriptures  to  the  three 
upper  standards.  One  of  these  Masters  is  a Christian,  the 
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others  are  Hindus.  One  of  our  needs  is  two  other  Christian 


Masters.  We  have  in  this  school  5 standards,  the  highest 
being  the  1st  of  the  Anglo-Vernacular  Course. 

There  are  7 pupils 

iu  the  Primary  Class. 

15  „ 

,,  1st  Standard. 

18 

„ 2nd 

5 » 

„ 3rd 

3 ,, 

„ 4th  „ 

1 

„ 5th  „ 

Total  49,  of  whom  5 are  children  of  Christians,  and  44 
belong  to  the  Orphanage.  One  orphanage  boy  is  not  in 
the  school,  but  on  regular  work,  since  he  left  the  orphanage 
early  in  the  year.  At  the  last  examination,  25  out  of  48 
of  the  boys  passed,  at  60  per  cent. 

There  is  steady  improvement  going  on,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  make  it  a model  school  with  the  present  Masters.  How- 
ever the  Masters  are  improving  as  well  as  the  boys.  Mr. 
Irwin  conducts  daily  prayers  with  the  school  at  6-30  a.m. 

There  is  need  of  a better  graduated  course  of  text-books 
in  religious  subjects  for  such  schools.  Our  course  of  study 
is  modelled  strictly  on  the  Government  Grant-in-Aid  Code. 

Industries. — We  aim  to  teach  all  these  orphans  some 
means  of  livelihood.  We  are  now  teaching  them  5 trades, 
viz.,  carpentry,  tailoring,  gardening,  cooks  and  house- 
servants’  work,  besides  preparing  one  for  a House-master 
and  two  for  school-masters. 

There  are  10  in  the  carpentry  class,  17  in  the  gardening 
class,  5 in  the  tailoring  class,  2 learning  to  be  cooks,  and 
2 learning  to  be  hamals  or  house-servants. 

Three  hoys  are  ready  for  independent  work  and  self- 
support,  viz.,  one  tailor,  one  hamal,  and  one  gardener- 

We  have  had  two  examinations  of  industries  during  the 
year,  in  which  the  boys  have  done  fairly  well. 

We  have  good  teachers  for  all  these  classes,  but  they 
need  to  be  strictly  watched  and  constantly  spurred  on. 

We  have  introduced  a class  in  drawing  to  supplement 
the  instruction  and  practice  in  Carpentry.  This  is  taught 
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by  the  carpenter.  It  is  difficult  in  the  circumstances  to 
tell  exactly,  but  these  industries  are  certainly  progressing 
rapidly  to  self-support. 

The  carpenter’s  shop  has  supplied  the  Orphanage,  the 
Missionaries  and  the  Dispensary  with  the  required  furniture 
and  is  now  about  ready  to  make  articles  for  the  general 
market.  The  tailoring  class  do  all  the  sewing  for  the 
school  and  much  besides,  the  gardeners  keep  up  three 
gardens,  one  of  flowers  and  two  of  vegetables. 

The  Tailoring  Department  is  fast  becoming  independent 
— since  they  are  now  taking  in  orders  from  the  natives  in 
town,  and  one  of  our  boys  is  now  able  to  do  enough  work 
to  support  himself  and  have  two  annas  a week  from  which 
he  buys  his  own  clothing,  school  books,  &c.  He  makes  a 
little  extra  in  raising  fowls  too.  Another  boy  in  the  harnals’ 
or  house-servants’  class  has  recently  passed  a fine  practical 
examination  (which  includes  table,  bedroom  and  lamp 
work)  after  only  about  seven  months’  training  with  half- 
day work. 

MEDICAL. 

Until  May,  Mrs.  Irwin  had  charge  of  the  Medical  work 
of  the  Station.  Mrs.  Marshall  was  in  charge  from  May  1st. 
For  the  first  five  weeks  Mrs.  Marshall  endeavoured  to  over- 
see the  work  in  the  Orphanage  that  Mrs.  Irwin  had  been 
doing  before  taking  her  hot  season  vacation.  During  the 
time  from  June  to  Mission  meeting  in  October,  she  had 
a Dispensary  in  the  town,  which  she  kept  open  four  days 
of  the  week.  For  part  of  September  it  wras  closed  on 
account  of  her  illness.  The  attendance  steadily  increased, 
and  we  wrere  told  that  it  caused  a corresponding  decrease 
in  the  numbers  who  went  to  the  Government  Hospital. 

The  latter  is  held  in  rather  light  esteem  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  who  assured  her  that  only  the  rich 
people  could  get  proper  medical  attention  there. 

The  largest  number  of  patients  treated  in  one  day  was 
45,  and  the  average  number  for  Dispensary  days  during  the 
last  six  weeks,  was  26. 
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Lately  quite  a number  have  been  coming  from  villages 
several  miles  distant.  Though  the  Dispensary  was  not 
open  quite  three  months  of  the  year,  the  total  number  of 
treatments  was  1,254  and  the  number  of  visits  made  was  23. 

Her  patients  have  come  chiefly  from  the  higher  castes, 
Brahmans  and  Mar&thas  predominating. 

So  decided  was  this,  that  slight  caste  difficulty  threaten- 
ed when  one  day  a despised  woman  of  the  sweeper  caste 
applied  to  the  Brahman  clerk  for  a Dispensary  form,  such 
as  all  must  present  when  admitted  to  the  consulting  room. 
He  made  it  out  and  instead  of  handing  it  to  her,  put  it  on 
the  floor  and  pushed  it  toward  her  with  his  foot.  It  was 
galling  to  the  spirit  of  the  Brahman  patients  present  to 
see  her  admitted  in  her  turn,  while  they  had  to  sit  and 
wait.  Then  the  complaining  began,  “Is  this  woman 
going  to  be  allowed  to  get  medicine  where  we  get  ours?” 
They  were  very  promptly  told  that  we  will  not  recognize 
caste  and  that  all  who  come  to  us  will  be  treated  alike. 
So  that  was  the  end  of  it.  The  medical  work  has  been 
marked  by  the  absence  of  any  and  all  of  the  epidemics 
that  are  so  frequently  met  with  in  the  Deccan  ; but  there 
are  a great  many  wffio  are  compelled  to  admit  that  all 
their  misery  is  the  result  of  sin. 

Thus  far  medicine  has  been  given  without  charge,  but 
I think  in  future  that  all  who  are  able  should  be  expected 
to  pay  something. 

It  has  been  Mrs.  Marshall’s  aim  not  simply  to  minister 
to  their  bodies,  but  as  opportunity  presented  in  the  hea- 
then homes,  and  with  groups  and  individuals  who  came  to 
the  bungalow  for  treatment,  to  tell  of  the  Great  Physician 
who  alone  can  heal  the  sin-sick  soul. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

Vengurle  Station  was  unable,  because  of  lack  of  workers, 
to  do  any  touring  or  district  work  this  last  year. 
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We  are  in  need  of  some  Missionary  who  can  undertake 
the  touring.  Nor  do  we  have  a single  native  Preacher  or 
Bible-woman  to  do  this  work. 

Yet  we  have  an  almost  un worked  field  of  700,000  people 
to  whom  we  as  a Station  are  called  to  minister. 

Since  the  Zenana  Bible  and  Medical  Mission  ladies  left 
us  in  March,  we  have  been  unable  to  do  any  visiting  in  the 
homes  of  the  people  in  Yengurle.  We  need  some  of  their 
workers  or  some  ladies  of  our  Mission  for  this  important 
work. 

Yengurle  as  a Station  has  no  property  as  yet. 

Our  applications  to  Government  about  land  in  the  Camp 
have  remained  as  yet  without  reply. 

We  would  recommend  to  the  Mission  that  a special 
effort  be  made  this  coming  year  for  sites  for  the  Station 
buildings  and  the  Orphanage.  And  as  the  sites  are  most 
desirable  we  would  name  the  “ Old  Camp  Hospital”  site  for 
the  Orphanage  and  the  “ Glass  site  ” for  the  Station,  for 
a bungalow  to  be  erected  at  once.  We  regard  as  the  ideal 
compound  for  Vengurle  Station,  to  be  secured  eventually, 
the  four  connected  sites,  planted  with  trees,  called  the 
“ Old  Camp  Hospital,”  the  “ K&mila,”  the  “ Anantrao 
Mah&jan,”  and  the  “ Glass  ” sites,  comprising  about  24 
acres,  with  two  wells,  the  Hospital  now  used  by  the 
Orphanage  and  the  two  old  bungalows  now  used  by  the 
Missionaries  of  the  Station. 
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William  H.  TTANNUM, 

Secretary. 


List  of  our  Missionaries  from  the  first. 


11 


.5-8  % 

Pm  ■ © 


: cs 

• CO 


cc  ;o  ^ 

GO  CO GO 


05 

O 

• GO 


c ac  c 

Zr*  ® 

-C  ~ 

: g 3 : : o 
iOffl  : 
p* 1-5  £ 

r-5  r-j  ’“5 

> > > 

® © ® 


_o  o 
r*  EH 


OfNOOOW'NM^NM'fUSlflOOw.  C^OHXC:Q05C;C53Ur-( 

*t  ic  t'  n n io  jn  t>.  t-  i'-  r-  x xxx  x x x ac  x c:  05  o c:  o 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


OOhXJCOOCOOO 


ce  2 © 
;o  r:  'C 

C ° c 

w WE3 


5 

C3 

K 

► 

9 

P3 


■:  § 

: : * W : : : : : : 

' ' n • ' ' ' ' ® * • CD  - • * * * 

o ® c a c 

•i  £ -s  -5  2u|;e=£S 

- , = - CJ  a c c5  ■oo?  »2^„Sl  = = o 

m.  **  c’r;ora>©®<i)  ;<t-  n £ {£  © r £ *r* 

s*!!* 1 gjJJil  >. 

^ ***  &*««  H i^:iw.ws;i i 

°s  > > j j*  j s.s  S S.2  ® S ^ S.S  E.2.2  i S.?  ® S !(■-  x' 

£ £ « ajggaawgawgwasgs  sssagagaa 

w«  « o®t-coa"oa«»3ig®*5gggSH«»g»gS;gB 


List  of  our  Missionaries  from  the  first. — (Continued.) 


78 


a X ® 

= .2  i 

E “ J 


si  I 
§■■3 
3 


05  IS 
: 05  : os 

• 50  .X 


HHf-««W-<'0©ONh>050050:05aC50000$'MNMMNN 
C c C C3  r.  C.  C5  C.  X 35  c:  w.  - w.  Cl  C.  © 5 J;  O O O O O O O O O o O 
OOXXCOCDCCCCXXXXXXXXXXXXC5CCCC1C.X^CC.C1 


o 

£ 


^ c p 

® ^ s 

: : c • * : : : : : g : : : f « : : : : e : : : I 

£ g S S § g i b § c I ja 

o^gjE  = ^ § § S oS=S^SSl>Bgfcr- 

.5-’®'“''=”  ^ . =*  -2  S — * S 5 = o ^OO  I.  o :£ri 

^•S3  Ills8 

^ ^ 4 2 1 1 & ; ® j £ fc  £ n ^ 90  j i & | ^ I 5 5 5 S J £ g « 1 

S =H  5 s < 5 s’ i • to «- ^ b £•••='£  -3 E -2  b>  J o d i 2£i ^ 

~ c e . . . a &G  . . s s :E  . . ci  . .&  u . © c 5 * ~ 

* 00  OD  • CO  00  • 00  • 72  ■ * ^ IK  ‘ W K K 

®®CO>OQOi>K  •5OX®CD72O2ro>®C0c0>at>50  . CD  > GC  X CO 

^ ^ ^ ® 3 3 © ‘j;  m E w - m © ^ 3 **“  © •-  © u rj  c ^ ^ 

aO-<WCO^»OON00050Hffqn^ifiCOl>OOOOHNWT}UO'ONM 

M w « cc  cc  w cc  ?:  « cc  w *t  -i<  -t  *t  tji  ^ ^ ^ rji  lo  ic  »c  w io  »o  o o o 


79 


Table  showing  the  Progress  of  the  Mission 
from  the  beginning. 
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SPECIAL  NEEDS. 


New  Property. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  1902,  the  Mission  has  taken 

„ ...  . . action  requesting  of  the  Board  six  more 

New  Missionaries.  u o 

men,  so  as  to  adequately  maintain  our 
existing  six  Stations,  and  one  man  additional  to  undertake 
Industrial  work  in  Kodoli  Station. 

The  Mission  in  its  action  also  calls  particularly  for  new 
bungaloics  at  Malkapur,  Vengurle,  and 
Batnagiri ; for  out-houses  at  Sangli,  a 
student's  hostel  at  Miraj,  and  a sanitarium  hungaloic  at 
Mahableshwar. 

The  main  object  of  these  requests  is  to  enable  the  exist- 
ing Stations  to  set  free  some  at  least  in 
pose'  an^eliStiC  PUr"  ea°k  station,  to  begin  a much  needed  for- 
ward movement  in  evangelistic  touring,  to 
reach  in  some  way  at  least  the  vast  populations  in  our 
field  that  have  been  altogether  untouched  or  hut  slightly 
evangelized. 

The  Mission  has  this  year  also  taken  action  recognizing 
our  great  lack  of  native  preachers  and 

Training  Schools.  teac}ierS}  aruj  asking  the  support  of  the 


80 


Board  to  our  efforts  to  provide  adequate  Training  Schools 
in  Sangli  and  Kolhapur,  for  the  leaders  of  the  new  and  now 
rapidly  growing  Christian  community.  Hence  we  especial- 
ly ask  the  earnest  prayers  and  generous  gifts  of  God’s 
people  to  this  end. 
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President 
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Publishing  ,, 

Examining  „ 

Arrangement  „ 
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Locating  ,, 


Mission  for  1902 — 03. 
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c Rev.  J.  M.  Irwin. 
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(•  Rev.  J.  M.  Irwin. 

(Dr.  J.  Rutter  Williamson 
(Rev.  J.  M.  Goheen. 

I Miss  Esther  Patton. 

(Mrs.  A.  S.  Wilson. 

IMrs.  J.  M.  Goheen. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Graham. 

Rev.  L.  B.  Tedford. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Wiley. 

(The  Secretaries  of  the 
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Secretary  for  Z.B.fyM.  Mission.  Rev.  W.  H.  Hannum 


Member  of  Committee  on  School  J’ 


for  New  Missionaries. 
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Rev.  W.  H.  Hannum. 
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POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES 

OF 

Missionaries  on  the  Field  in  1903. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Goheen 
,,  S.  B.  Tedford 
„ E.  W.  Simpson 
Miss  Esther  Patton 
,,  Clara  L.  Seiler 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Wiley... 

Miss  Emily  T Minor 
,,  Bertha  Johnson 
Rev.  J.  P.  Graham 
Miss  F.  Isabelle  Graham 
„ Victoria  E.  McArthur,  m.d. 

„ Mary  J.  Thomson 
,,  Emily  E.  Schecrman  ... 

,,  Alice  S.  Giles 
„ Winifred  E.  T.  Heston,  m.d. 
Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Irwin 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Jolly  ... 

Miss  Grace  L.  Enright 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Wilson  ... 

„ J.  Rutler  Williamson... 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Richardson 
Miss  E.  A.  Foster 
Miss  Daisy  E.  Patterson 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hanndm 
and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Marshall 


Kolhapur,  Bombay  Presy.,  India. 


Ratndgiri 


Kodoli  (Kolhapur)  Bom.  P. 


Sdngli,  Bombay  Presidency 


Miraj 


Venyurle  (Ratndgiri)  Bom.  P. 


ON  FURLOUGH  IN  1903. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Wan  less. 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Wilder. 

Miss  A.  M.  Jeferson. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Wilson. 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Tedford. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Seiler. 


